
 

 

 

THE BAR HARBOR CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  
United Church of Christ  

29 Mount Desert Street   Bar Harbor, Maine 04609  
 

October 4, 2026       10:00 am 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
PRELUDE  'Allegro' from Violin Concerto Op. 1 No. 4 by Carlo Tessarini 
 
SILENT REFLECTION (Robert Frost) 

 
Two roads diverged  in a yellow wood 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Coming up at BHCC 
 

Sunday,  
October 4th 
 
Rev Ken Brooks  
preaching 

9:15am - BHCC choir (all voices welcome!)  
9:15am - Sunday school resumes (grades 1-6 
younger kids welcome as interest and attention 
span allows) 
10am - Worship Service @BHCC & on Zoom 
11:15am – coffee fellowship  
11:15am Chamber Music class 
2pm - Apple Picking 

Monday, 
October 5th 

6:30 pm  - Choir rehearsal 

Thursday, 
October 8th   

11am - Bible study (in-person and on Zoom) 

Friday, 
October 9th 

4:30 pm Apple party! 

Sunday,  
October 11th 
 
Rev. Rebecca 
Liberty preaching 

9:15am - BHCC choir (all voices welcome!)  
9:15am - Sunday school  (grades 1-6) 
10am - Worship Service @BHCC & on Zoom 
11:15am – coffee fellowship 

Coming up: October 31st - Halloween welcome table 

Ann Lee, Liturgist; Becky Lloyd, accompanist; Chloe Bolt, Steve Grubb, 
Ryuta Ishimura, Mackette Kark, Sarah Laskey, worship technicians. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
INTROIT   ‘For The Beauty of the Earth’ (PH # 66 v. 1)  
 

For the beauty of the earth, For the beauty of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth, over and around us lies, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise. Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  (Thom Shuman) 
  

Please join me in our call to worship.  
 
Here in this place, with these people, 
we come to worship the living God. 
In you, O God, we hope; 
in you, Creator of love, we live. 
Here in this sacred space, in these very moments, 
we are invited to the Table of Joy. 
In you, Christ of the Way, we rejoice; 
in you, dear Brother, grace is as near as your heart. 
Here on this day of gentleness and beauty, 
we are filled with the peace of God. 
In you, O Spirit, we find our path; 
in you, Teacher of hope, we learn to serve. 

 
HYMN  The Church’s One Foundation  (PH #260) 
 

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is his new creation by water and the word; 
From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 
With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 
Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth, 
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, with every grace endued. 
 
‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war, 
She waits the consummation of peace for ever more; 
Till with the vision glorious, her longing eyes are blest, 



 

 

And the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest. 
 
Yet she on earth hath union with God, the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we 
Like them, the meek and the lowly, On high may dwell with thee. Amen. 

 
PSALTER (Psalm 19) 
 
 L: The heavens declare the glory of God 
 P: the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
 L: The law of the Lord is perfect, 
 P: refreshing the soul 
 L: The precepts of the Lord are right, 
 P: giving joy to the heart 

L: May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing 
in your sight, 

 P: Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
 
GLORIA PATRI     (red PH # 513) 

please use words most meaningful to you 
 
Glory to the Almighty,  
to Jesus Christ,  
and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning  
Is now and ever shall be  
World without end.  
Amen, amen.   

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
After Children’s time, children are welcome to stay at the prayground at the front 

of the sanctuary with activities (books, coloring, quiet activities) or bring items 
back to their pews as we continue to worship together. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY   

You are welcome to offer a prayer of joy or concern, whether out loud in the 
sanctuary or by comment on zoom.  After a prayer is shared, all may respond: 

“we walk with you in prayer.” 
 



 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer (using “trespasses”) 
 (please use words most meaningful to you) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 
SUNG PRAYER  ‘Be Still, My Soul’ (PH #77, v. 1) 
 

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on thy side; 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to thy God to order and provide; 
In every change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heavenly friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 
ORIENTATION TO SCRIPTURE  
 
SCRIPTURE READING  
 
A reading from Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-17 
 

Then God spoke all these words: 
 
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 
 
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that 
is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. 
 
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the 
Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
 
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour 
and do all your work. 
 



 

 

Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the 
land that the Lord your God is giving you. 
 
You shall not murder. 
 
You shall not commit adultery. 
 
You shall not steal. 
 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 
 
You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbour. 

 
A reading from Philippians 3:4b-14 

 
even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. 
 
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss 
of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 
God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection 
and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 



 

 

A reading from Matthew 21:33-46 
 

‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 
put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then 
he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time 
had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the 
tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 
Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the 
same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my 
son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the 
heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw 
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ They said to him, ‘He 
will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other 
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.’ 
 
Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is amazing in our eyes”? 
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls 
on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it 
falls.’ 
 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized 
that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared 
the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 
Liturgist: Word of God;  
ALL: Word of life. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC 'One Step He Leads' by Pepper Choplin 

BHCC Choir 
 

MEDITATION  Two roads 
    Rev. Ken Brookes  
 
THE OFFERING   



 

 

OFFERTORY  'Largo' from Violin Concerto No. 2 from La Cetra 
by Antonio Vivaldi 

 
*Doxology       (red PH # 515)           

please use words most meaningful to you 
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow  
Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
Unison Prayer of Dedication  

 
Holy One, whose heart abounds with gifts, receive this offering as a sign of 
our intention to live surrounded by your mercy, inspired by your Spirit, open 
to the joy of your presence, hospitable to one another, and generous toward 
your world.  Amen. 
  

HYMN I Come With Joy (S&S #78) 
 

I come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved, and free, 
The life of Jesus to recall, in love laid down for me, 
In love laid down for me. 
 
I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, 
The new community of love in Christ’s communion bread, 
In Christ’s communion bread. 
 
As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud division ends, 
The love that made us, makes us one, and strangers now are friends, 
And strangers now are friends.  
 
And thus we meet, and better know the Presence, ever near, 
And join our hearts and sing with joy that Christ is risen here, 
That Christ is risen here. 
 
Together met, together bound, in friendship we will stay, 
And go with joy to love the world and live the way we pray, 
And live the way we pray. 

 



 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 
On our communion table -  The cubed bread is gluten free, the loaf of bread 
contains gluten, We serve grape juice in our communion cups, we also have a 
single serve option with juice and gluten free wafers available at the parlor 
entrance.  
 

L: Beloved in Christ, the Gospel tells us that on the first day of the week 
Jesus Christ was raised from death, appeared to Mary Magdalene, on that 
same day sat at the table with two disciples, and was made known to them in 
the breaking of the bread. 
 
ALL: This is the joyful feast of the people of God. Men and women, 
youth and children, come from the east and the west, From the north 
and south, And gather about Christ’s table. 
 
L: This table is for all Christians who wish to know the presence of Christ 
and to share in the community of God’s people. 

 
COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
L: God be with you. 
P: and also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them to God.  
L: Let us give thanks to God most High.  
P: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
L: We give you thanks God of majesty and mercy, for calling forth the 
creation and raising us from dust by the breath of your being. We bless you 
for the beauty and bounty of the earth and for the vision of the day when 
sharing by all will mean scarcity for none. We remember the covenant you 
made with your people Israel, and we give you thanks for all our ancestors in 
faith. We rejoice that you call us to reconciliation with you and all people 
everywhere and that you remain faithful to your covenant even when we are 
faithless.  
 



 

 

We rejoice that you call the entire human family to this table of sacrifice and 
victory. We come in remembrance and Celebration of the gift of Christ, 
whom you sent, in the fullness of time, to be the good news. Born of Mary, 
our sister on faith Christ lived among us to reveal the mystery of your Word, 
to suffer and die on the cross for us, to be raised from death on the third day, 
and then to live in glory.  
 
We bless you gracious God, for the presence of your Holy Spirit in the 
church you have gathered. With your sons and daughters of faith in all 
places and times, we praise you with joy. 
 
All (sung):  
Holy,Holy, Holy God, 
Of love and majesty, 
The whole universe speaks of your glory, 
O God Most High. 
Blessed is the one 
Who comes in the name of our God! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
L: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, and on the eve 
of death, Jesus gathered the disciples for the feast of Passover.  
 
Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you, broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, saying; “this my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” In the same way also the cup, after supper saying: “this cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
 
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 
PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 

 
L: Let us pray as christ our savior has taught us 
All: Our Father.  who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 



 

 

BREAKING BREAD AND POURING WINE 
 

L: The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 
L: The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of 
Christ.  

 
CALL TO THE SUPPER 
 L: the gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all things are ready. 
 
Sharing the elements 
 L: take and eat, this is the body of Christ, Broken for you.  
 P: Amen 
 L:Take and Drink this is the cup of the new covenant poured out for you.  
 P: Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 L: Let us pray. 

All: Almighty God, we give you thanks for the gift of our Savior’s presence 
on the simplicity and splendor of this holy meal. Unite us with all who are 
fed by Christ’s body and blood that w may proclaim the good news of your 
love and that your universal church may be a rainbow of hope in an 
uncertain world; though Jesus Christ our redeemer. Amen 

 
HYMN  Be Thou My Vision   (PH #391) 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Nought be all else to me save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, I thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 
Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 



 

 

High King of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. Amen. 

 
It is big enough for the whole world. 
So let us stretch our hearts and take everyone in! 
Our welcome is of Christ. No one is left out. 
Come to the table built on inclusion, service, and love! 

 
BLESSING & BENEDICTION   
  

Leader: Let us go in peace to love and serve. 
All: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 

 
SUNG RESPONSE ‘Blest Be the Tie That Binds’ (PH #272  v. 1 & 2) 

 
Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 
 
We share each other's woes, 
Each other's burdens bear, 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
Our comforts and our cares.  

 
CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD  
 
POSTLUDE  'Allegro' from Violin Concerto Grosso Mogul 

by Antonio Vivaldi 
 
 


