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Connections is the name the women of 
the church have chosen for their newly 
revived group!  We are hoping to 
nurture new & better connections with 
one other and with the community.  All 
are welcome to join!  We meet 
downstairs on the second Sunday of 
the month after worship.  We’ve done 
group building exercises and craft 
activities and eaten lots of chocolate!  
(In January, we voted to spend $1000 
to help renovate nursery and its 
bathroom.)   We’re next hoping to 
discuss our future goals we begin 
making and renewing connections.  
Won’t you join us?            - Jan Varnum 

----------- 
The BHCC Men’s Group enjoyed its first 
get-together last month.  18 gathered 
around a mouth-watering Cajun 
dinner, conversing and brainstorming 
about activities for us, both within and 
beyond our church walls. 
  

The next event for the Men’s Group 
is scheduled for Saturday, March 18 
@ 5pm.  Look for another savory 
homemade dinner, a fun social time, 
and we’ll also narrow-down 
February’s list of 21 great ideas; 
perhaps committing to some on 
which to move forward.  Stay-tuned! 

- Jim Brown 
----------- 

From our new Single Parent Support 
group, to Connections, to our weekly 
coffee fellowship hour, to BHCC 
Men’s Group … the reconnection 
we’ve been longing for the last 3 
years  is taking shape.  I want to 
thank those whose prayer and 
thought (and effort) have led to this 
exciting time. From the stories 
you’ve shared, I sense the Spirit is 
moving among us, turning the soil 
and seeding the ground for us to live 
out our call to share God’s love and 
grace, and to embody - as we remind 
ourselves -  love-in-action. 

Blessings & peace, 

Rob 

 

Called to Serve 

John Lennon from the Bar Harbor Fire 
Department gave a Narcan training so we 
could be prepared to help in the event of an 
opiate overdose. 

 

Share the Joy 

A joyous welcome to Kestrel - child of 
Mackette and Patrick, born a few weeks ago. 

Pastor’s Letter 
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THE SPIRIT’S PRESENCE AMONG US 

 

  

 

Game On 2023 

FINALLY!  After a 3-year hiatus, BHCC hosted 
a fantastic all-day festival of interactive 
tabletop games, and raised a tidy sum for 
Open Table MDI.  Warm and good times 
were had by all. 

Called to Serve 

Single Parent Support Group 
We are excited to announce that we 
have had three Single Parent Support 
Group meetings thus far.  Ours is a 
small group of four participants and 
two facilitators. The parents have 
children ranging in ages from two and 
a half to fourteen. Some of the little 
ones come along with their 

parents, which delights everyone 
involved. We have been blessed with 
three child care providers (two at a 
time) to care for the children, while 
their parents have time to share, 
listen and hopefully have a positive, 
supportive, and uninterrupted time.  
If you have any questions, please see 
Suzanne Burns or Janet Hamel. 
 

 
Lenten series on Forgiveness 
Forgiveness: we know we are 
supposed to do it, but why is it so 
hard? What does true forgiveness 
look like in our lives? How does 
practicing forgiveness help us 
become better Christians? 
During our Lenten supper series this 
year, we will explore Biblical and 
contemporary stories of forgiveness 
as we ponder how we might become 
more forgiving people. 

You’re invited to join together on three 
Wednesdays in Lent: March 15th, 22nd 
and 29th, @6pm at BHCC, either in-
person or on zoom. Come to one, or 
come to all.  If you can cook, help set up, 
or clean up, please sign up in the church 
parlor or email Kiah 
(faith@barharborucc.org). 

 
MDI REWG Speaker Series 
The MDI Racial Equity Working Group 
welcomes David Patrick and Desiree 
Vargas of the Racial Equity and Justice 
Organization for the Advanced training 
on Friday, March 3, from 12 - 2:30pm. 
This training will be offered in person on 
MDI at the Northeast Harbor Library and 
via zoom.  The fee is $90; scholarships 
are available.  More info / sign up at: 
https://rewg.org/upcoming-events/ 

And on Thursday, March 9th at 7pm (in-
person at the Jesup Library, and on 
Zoom), join in a conversation on the 
history and current issues surrounding 
racial injustice and birthing as 
experienced by Black, Indigenous and 
People of Color and rural populations in 
Maine in pregnancy, birth, and 
postpartum care.   Register at: 
https://www.jesuplibrary.org/events/birthing 

mailto:faith@barharborucc.org
https://rewg.org/upcoming-events/
https://www.jesuplibrary.org/events/birthing?fbclid=IwAR0IgBqtXCJY1sgAtdbujjRxVoImzf7tN6nJIUJK_E9aMa57HEPEbp2e8XE
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Share the Joy 

  

 

Lent & Holy Week 2023 

Festival of the Palms @ BHCC 
Sunday April 2nd 

Maundy Thursday  
April 6th @ 5:30pm 

hosted by Somesville UCC 

Good Friday  
April 7th @ 5:30pm  
hosted by Seaside UCC  

Easter Sunday April 12th  

Sunrise service @ 5:45am  
Schooner Head Overlook 
- Breakfast @ BHCC afterwards 

BHCC Easter service @ 10am 
 

 

BHCC Volunteers 
Like our homes, our church home 
periodically needs repairs and updating. 
We are looking for people who can help 
out with church and parsonage repairs 
and updates from time to time. If you are 
interested, please send your contact 
information to the church office 
(office@barharborucc.org), Mike Gurtler 
(mikegurtler@roadrunner.com, or Kathy 
Woodside (woodsidekat@gmail.com), or  

sign-up in the church parlor. 

 
 

 

Special Mission Offerings 
To date, we have raised $426.70 
toward H.O.M.E. in Orland for our 
February special mission offering.  
THANK YOU ! 

 
Our March special offering is One 
Great Hour of Sharing – a 
Christian effort (supported by eight 
denominations) to provide water, 
food, and disaster relief.  More 
information is available at: 
https://www.ucc.org/oghs/   

Remember: the church will match 
total contributions up to $500. Please 
consider giving as you are able. 
 
Our Special Offerings for 2022:  

March: One Great Hour of Sharing 

April: Mt. Desert Nursing Assoc. 

May: Open Table MDI 

June: Pilgrim Lodge  

July: Seacoast Mission  

August: Island Connections 

September: Friends of Haiti 

October: UCC Disaster Ministries  

November: Thanksgiving Baskets  

December: UCC Christmas Fund / 
Veterans of the Cross 

 

FOLLOWING GOD’S CALL TO SERVE 

 

Community Game Night for all 
Friday, March 3rd @6pm.  Bring a game, 
bring friends, or just come.  From Apples 
to Apples to Yahtzee, plus D & D and 
Magic The Gathering.  All are welcome.  

  

Church Curling March 11th  
We’ll depart @7:45am from BHCC and 
return mid-afternoon.  $25 / person (ages 
10 & up); rides & scholarships available. 
Sign up in the parlor or contact Rob ASAP. 

PJ Sunday March 12th  
Daylight Savings Time Begins  
In recognition of the 3 year anniversary of 
COVID, you’re invited to attend worship 
(in-person or on Zoom) in your PJ’s. 

Sermon: the after-party 
Gather in the parlor right after worship 
on Sunday, March 19th to talk about 
issues raised in the week’s sermon, 
whether something troubled you, 
puzzled you, or inspired you.  Also 
available via Zoom. 

 

BHCC Youth Climbing @ Volta 
Sunday, March 19th - middle- and high-
school youth - let’s climb !  Meet at Volta 
@4pm; cost is $10 / person, scholarships 
and rides are available.  Limit of 12; 
contact Rob ASAP to sign up 
(pastor@barharborucc.org). 

MDI Backpack Program 
If you’d like to help out with the MDI 
Backpack program, please contact Vicky 
Smith (460-1377) or Pastor Rob. 

Helpers needed !  Help staff our welcome tables and lead our worship as 
liturgists.  Sign up in the parlor or contact Paul in the church office. 

 

S 

mailto:office@barharborucc.org
mailto:mikegurtler@roadrunner.com
mailto:woodsidekat@gmail.com
https://www.ucc.org/oghs/
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• Tuesdays @ 11:50am: Peals for Peace  

• Wednesdays @ 6:30pm: Evening 
Prayer in-person & via Facebook Live 

• Thursdays @ 5pm: BHCC Choir  

• Thursdays @ 8:30pm: Faith & Fiction 
Parable of the Sower (Octavia Butler) 

• Fridays @ 11am: Bible Study in-person 
at church & via Zoom 

• Sundays @ 10am: Worship service  
both in person and via Zoom; links 
available at: www.barharborucc.org 

       ------------------------------- 

• Friday, March 3rd @ 6pm  Game Night 

• Sunday, March 5th @11:15am 
BHCC Outreach luncheon 

• Saturday, March 11th   
Church Curling (5th grade & up) 

• Sunday, March 12th Pajama Sunday 
Daylight Savings Time Begins  

• Sunday, March 12th @11:15 
BHCC Connections monthly gathering 

• Wednesdays, Mar. 15 - 22 - 29 @6pm: 
Lenten supper series on Forgiveness 

• Saturday, March 18th @ 5pm 
BHCC Men’s Gathering (details TBA) 

• Sunday, March 19th after worship  
Sermon: the after-party 

• Monday, March 20th  

• Chimes articles due  

• Friday, March 31st @ 5:30pm 
Friday Night Grace (Easter theme !) 

 
 

•   
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING: 

 

Jesus tells us — ‘You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
- Matthew 22: 37—39 (NRSV) 

 
In response, our mission is to be a Christ-centered 
community of prayer and worship, welcome and 
care, learning and growing, witness and service.  

We endeavor to embody  
God’s love for all people. 

 

Bar Harbor Congregational Church 
29 Mount Desert St. 

Bar Harbor, ME  04609   
www.barharborucc.org 

an open & affirming congregation 

March Coffee Fellowship Hosts 
 

March 5 – Sarah Nevells 

March 12 – Estelle Megquier 

March 18 – Jasper & Susanna Ausema 

March 25 –  Carole Pepler 

http://www.barharborucc.org/
http://www.barharborucc.org/

