
   
  
  

THE BAR HARBOR CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  

United Church of Christ  

29 Mount Desert Street  

Bar Harbor, Maine 04609  
    

May 22, 2022   

  

                 
         Sixth Sunday of Easter 

  10:00 AM   

PRELUDE   Oh Blest the House, Whate'er Befall        Natalie Jenny 

           

SILENT REFLECTION (by Melissa Florer-Bixler) 
 

We wait beside tombs because this is where God shows up: where love leads us back 

to life without reason and often without hope. God appears in the places where there 

is nothing left but devastation, where there are only dead ends and solid walls, when 

no one else is coming. And it is here, waiting here where grief and terror break open, 

here that we discover the One who is there, calling us by name.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Special Thanks to our worship assistants today: Scott Hammon, Liturgist; 

Kathy Woodside, welcome table; and Chloe Bolt, Kathe Simons, Al Simons, 

Steve Grubb, Cristy Benson and Jim Brown, worship technicians. 

The flowers today are given by George and Billie Mitchell in loving memory of 

Nancy Pelletier. 

- BHCC Choir picnic today @ 12:30 pm @ the Hammonds 

- Morning prayer Tues @8:30, via BHCC Facebook live, or in person. 
 

- Evening prayer Weds @ 6:30pm via BHCC Facebook live, or in person. 
 

- BHCC Saunter Thursdays - meet at the church @ 10 
 

- BHCC Bible study Friday @ 11: in-person or on Zoom 

 

- Next week: Graduate Recognition & Blessing Sunday 

 

- Annual fair-weather Pastor's Picnic next Sunday: @ 12pm, at 37 Glen 

Mary Rd.  All are welcome.   

 

- You're invited to share your offering in the offering plates either at the 

welcome table or on your way out after worship 
 

- Pilgrim Lodge is ON!!  Check out the awesome summer offerings for all 

ages at https://www.pilgrimlodge.org 
 

- Need anything?  Contact Pastor Rob at 266-9026. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES   

 

INTROIT         Orthodox Alleluia   BHCC Choir 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 67) 
 

Leader: May God be merciful to us and bless us; may God smile with kindness  

upon us. 

People: Let the people praise You, O God — let all the people everywhere  

praise You! 

https://www.pilgrimlodge.org/


Leader: May the whole world celebrate and sing for joy, because You judge  

fairly and with integrity, and guide all people, near and far. 

People: Let the people praise You, O God— let all the people everywhere  

praise You! 

 

Leader: God has blessed us, providing for our needs. 

People: May God continue to bless us, and may the whole world come to  

know and worship God. 
 

HYMN  God of Grace and God of Glory  
 

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour thy pow'r; 

crown thine ancient Church's story, bring her bud to glorious flow'r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 
 

Lo, the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 
 

Cure your children's warring madness; bend our pride to thy control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, 

lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 
 

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 

let the search for thy salvation be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage serving thee whom we adore, 

serving thee whom we adore 

  



PRAYER OF INVOCATION (by Christine Jerrett)  
 

Living God, Maker of heaven and earth, we come into your presence and we know 

ourselves to be recipients of great and wonderful gifts — the earth, the sky, the 

waters — given to us here in such abundance and beauty. In our privilege, let not 

our comfort blind us to the newness you are making in our midst — a newness that 

is taking us in directions we might not choose on our own; a newness that moves 

us out beyond what we can control.  Yet this much does not change: You are our 

God; we are your people, bound to you by the love of Jesus Christ and by the call 

of your Holy Spirit. Faithful God, hold us deep in that truth even as you move us 

into your new creation.  Creating and re-creating God, take us in our uncertainties 

and make us new. We pray in the name of your Son, who has gone ahead of us 

into your new future and who beckons us follow. Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 
 

Glory be to the Almighty, to Jesus Christ, 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning Is now and ever shall be 

World without end. Amen, amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY  

  Joys and Concerns  

Text prayer requests in the chat box.  

  Pastoral Prayer  

  The Lord’s Prayer (using ‘sins’)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
  

PRAYER RESPONSE   Alleluia (sing once) 

 Text: ‘Alleluia’ sung 8 times 

 

 



SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

 A reading from the book of Acts, chapter 16, verses 9-15 
 

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with 

him and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us."  When he had seen the 

vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God 

had called us to proclaim the good news to them.  We set sail from Troas and took 

a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there to 

Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. 

We remained in this city for some days. 
 

On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there 

was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 

there.  A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she 

was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her 

heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.  When she and her household were 

baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come and stay at my home." And she prevailed upon us. 
 

A reading from the book of Revelation, chapter 21 verse 10, and verse 22 to  

chapter 22, verse 5 
 

And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the 

holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.  I saw no temple in the 

city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.  And the city has 

no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp 

is the Lamb.  The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will 

bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day--and there will be no 

night there.  People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.  But 

nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, 

but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.   
 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 

from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the 

city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 

producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 

nations.  Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God 

and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his 

face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  And there will be no more night; 

they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they 

will reign forever and ever. 



 A reading from the Gospel of John, chapter 14, verses 23-25 
 

Jesus answered him, "Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will 

love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.  Whoever 

does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, 

but is from the Father who sent me.  I have said these things to you while I am still 

with you.  But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 

name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.  You heard 

me say to you, 'I am going away, and I am coming to you.' If you loved me, you 

would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I.  

And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may 

believe. 

 

MEDITATION  “A House Divided”                  

 Rev. Robert S. Benson 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC   Sing A New Song to the Lord        BHCC Choir 

 

THE OFFERING  
  

 *Doxology    

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow  

Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

 *Prayer of Dedication (by Words4Worship and Thom Shuman) 
 

For the gift of life and the glory of creation, we are thankful, O God. Your generous 

outpouring of grace fuels the grace-filled life we are called to share. May these 

gifts of time and labor embody our desire to contribute to your coming kin-dom. 

As we offer our treasure and hearts to you, O God, may they pass along the promise 

of hope, peace, life, and community to all in need of your presence. In Christ we 

pray - amen. 
  



HYMN  Open My Eyes That I May See 
 

Open my eyes that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 

Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free. 
 

Refrain: 

Silently now I wait for Thee, ready, my God, Thy will to see;  

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine. 
 

Open my ears that I may hear voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 

And while the wave-notes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear. 
 

Refrain 
 

Open my mouth and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere; 

Open my heart, and let me prepare love with Thy children thus to share. 
 

Refrain 

 

BENEDICTION AND BLESSING  (posted on Third Space)  
 

Creator God, may your peace go with us wherever we go.  Guide us through the 

challenges, protect us when in need, and inspire us with your love.  Help us 

acknowledge your presence in all the human goodness we will see, and by your 

grace bring us home rejoicing to our place of rest. 
 

Leader: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

SUNG RESPONSE Shalom Cheverim 
 

 Shalom Cheverim, Shalom Cheverim, Shalom, Shalom 

Til we meet again, til we meet again, Shalom, Shalom.  

 

CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD 

 

POSTLUDE        Voluntary on Fairest Lord Jesus      Gordon Young        
 


