
   
  
  

THE BAR HARBOR CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  

United Church of Christ  

29 Mount Desert Street  

Bar Harbor, Maine 04609  

October 2, 2022         10:00 am 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

PRELUDE              

 

SILENT REFLECTION (by Theodore Parker, Unitarian Minister) 
 

 “I do not pretend to understand the moral universe; the arc is a long one, my eye 

reaches but little ways; I cannot calculate the curve and complete the figure by the 

experience of sight, I can divine it by conscience. And from what I see I am sure it 

bends towards justice.” 
 

 (“The present aspect of slavery in America and the immediate duty of the North”: 

a speech delivered in the hall of the State house, before the Massachusetts Anti-

Slavery Convention, on Friday night, January 29, 1858)  



GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Special Thanks to our worship assistants today: Debby Hammond, welcome 

table; Chloe Bolt, Kathe Simons, Al Simons, Steve Grubb, Cristy Benson and 

Jim Brown, worship technicians. 

The flowers today are given by Pat and Mike DiZazzo in celebration of 

their 30th wedding anniversary and recent move to Bar Harbor. 
 

- BHCC Saunter Thursdays at 10:00 AM 
 

- BHCC Bible study Friday @ 11:00 in-person or on Zoom 

 

- Halloween College Care Package assembly is coming.  Please see Ann Lee 

for details. 

 

- Ladies' Luncheon - Saturday, Oct. 15, 12:00 PM, at the church - $10.00 per 

person (collected at the door.) 
 

We will discuss the future of the Ladies' Auxiliary and the Christmas Fair.  

Your opinions are needed, so please plan to come and participate! 
 

Sign up sheets will be at the church welcome table.  Or you may call Pat 

DiZazzo at 203-770-0063, or Jan Varnum, 288-3857, prior to 8:00 PM, to 

sign up. Email at: pgdizazzo@yahoo.com or 1janetva@gmail.com  
 

Please sign up and indicate your preference of sandwich by Oct. 13. 
 

 

 

Pastor Bruce’s contact info is as follows: 

parsonbruce2021@gmail.com 

pastor@barharborucc.org 

207-331-4672 (cell) 

 

  

mailto:parsonbruce2021@gmail.com


LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES   
 

INTROIT    Community of Christ   vs. 1 
 

Community of Christ, who makes the cross your own, 

Live out your creed and risk your life for God alone: 

The God who wears your face, to whom all worlds belong,  

Whose children are of every race and every song. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (adapted from Lamentations 3: 19-26)  
 

Leader: The thought of my affliction and my homelessness is wormwood and  

gall!   

People: My soul continually thinks of it and is bowed down within me. 

      But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 
 

Leader: The steadfast love of the Most High never ceases, with mercies never  

coming to an end;  they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

People: "Our God is my portion," says my soul, "therefore I will hope." 
 

Leader: For God is good to those who wait, and for the soul that seeks the Holy. 

People: It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of our God. 

 

HYMN  Morning Has Broken      
 

Morning has broken like the first morning 

Blackbird has spoken like the first bird 

Praise for the singing 

Praise for the morning 

Praise for them springing fresh from the Word 
 

Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven 

Like the first dew fall on the first grass 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden 

Sprung in completeness where His feet pass 
 

Mine is the sunlight, Mine is the morning 

Born of the One Light Eden saw play 

Praise with elation, praise every morning... 

God's recreation of the new day. 

 



PRAYER OF APPROACH  
 

This day is the first day of the rest of each of our lives, O God, lives that you value 

and love, in a community you have called to serve you as individuals and as the 

body of Christ.  May this morning begin the foundation of joy we build over this 

week that we might also offer joy to others every day.  When we live your love 

and service, our joy can have no limit, for your love has no limit.  Thank you, in 

Christ.  Amen 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

Glory to the Almighty, 

to Jesus Christ, 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning 

Is now and ever shall be 

World without end. 

Amen, amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY  

  Joys and Concerns  

Text prayer requests in the chat box.  

  Pastoral Prayer 

  The Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 

will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen.  
 

  Prayer Response  Hear our prayer, O Lord 
 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Incline thine ear to us, and grant us they peace.  Amen 

  



SCRIPTURE READING 
 

  A reading from the prophet Habakkuk Chapter 1: verses 1-4, and 2: verses 1-4. 
 

The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 

O GOD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you 

"Violence!" and you will not save? Why do you make me see wrong-doing and 

look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention 

arise. 
 

So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked surround the 

righteous-- therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 

I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep 

watch to see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my 

complaint. 
 

Then the Most High answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on 

tablets, so that a runner may read it.  For there is still a vision for the appointed 

time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will 

surely come, it will not delay.  Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in 

them, but the righteous live by their faith. 

 

  A reading from the good news according to Luke, Chapter 17, verses 5 - 10 
 

The apostles said to Jesus, "Increase our faith!" 
 

He replied, "If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this 

mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you. 
 

"Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 

tending sheep in the field, 'Come here at once and take your place at the table'? 

Would you not rather say to him, 'Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and 

serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink'? 
 

Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded?  So you also, when you 

have done all that you were ordered to do, say, 'We are worthless slaves; we have 

done only what we ought to have done!'" 
 

MEDITATION              “Billboards of our Faith” 

   Kiah and Bruce 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  Great Is Thy Faithfulness       BHCC Choir  



THE OFFERING  
  

 *Doxology    

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow  

Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

 *Prayer of Dedication 

Because you have changed my personal world, O God, I offer my treasure that 

this church with its extended ministry throughout the world, might bring sacred 

change in the lives of others in need of you and your good gifts. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (from A Book of Worship for Free Churches) 

  

Almighty and everlasting God, always more ready to hear than we are to pray, 

always willing to give more than we desire or deserve: pour upon us the 

abundance of your mercy; forgiving those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask, except 

through the merits and mediation of Jesus, your Son, our Savior.  Amen 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 

SHARING OF PEACE 

 

HYMN  All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly   vs. 1 & 2  
 

All who hunger gather gladly; holy manna is our bread. 

Come from wilderness and wand'ring, here in truth we will be fed. 

You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food. 

Taste and see the grace eternal, taste and see that God is good. 
 

All who hunger, never strangers, seeker, be a welcome guest. 

Come from restlessness and roaming, here in joy we keep the feast. 

We that once were lost and scattered In communion's love have stood. 

Taste and see the grace eternal, taste and see that God is good. 

 

 



SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION for World Communion Sunday 
 

  Call to the Table   
 

Friends, what we are about to do is to celebrate the Joyful Feast of the people of  

God. 
 

When we are able, with the Holy One, to experience the vision of love for God’s  

Global Village here on earth – then all of creation will come as equal 

companions to sit at this table. 
 

In the meantime, you and I are invited to eat and drink, to be nourished and  

renewed for the ongoing work of justice, embracing mercy and walking 

humbly with God. 
 

This is an open table, all are welcome, no exceptions.  

 

  Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Holy One of many names and faces, we thank you for how the light came out of 

 darkness, for the division of the waters and dry land, for creating the whole 

planet up and through the cosmos and calling it sacred.   
 

We thank you for creating us in your image, to live connected with love, for  

the gift of life, speech, and movement and freedom to live in Your Way.  
 

Moses revealed your vision in commandments. Your prophets unleashed cries for  

justice when your planet’s beauty was violated.  

 

Through long generations we have ebbed and flowed with suffering and  

sorrow, healing and renewal. In the most beautiful and oppressive of 

times, You still called us beloved. 

 

You are full of wonder and awe, O God. Your ways are just and prophetic.          

With all of creation in all times and places, with our sisters and brothers 

around your planet we call to you in one voice: 

 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 



Holy God, Creator of milk and honey, of wheat and grapes, this table has over  

time been a symbol of restoration and community, a call to remembrance. 

Draw us into thanksgiving for the gift of receiving your holy welcome and the 

powerful memory of the justice work of the radical rabbi from Nazareth, Jesus. 

 

We share bread and wine from your global planet, symbolizing the suffering  

and beauty, and the need for freedom on every mountain, in every river, 

on land, and sea, in village, farm land, town and city.  

 

As we consume the bread and cup of community, root us firmly in your vision of  

justice, intended for Your One Body.  Let its flavor move us to a commitment 

to share such welcome and hospitality with all who live and breathe on your 

planet.  

 

As we drink the cup and consume the bread, may your Spirit be with us,  

enlivening us with courage and hope to join together in the sacred work of 

restoring your planet.  

 

Words of Institution 
 

On the night before Jesus was betrayed, he sat at table with his closest 

companions. He took a loaf and blessed it in a way those at the table had never 

heard before.   After the blessing, he broke the bread and said, 

“Take. Eat. All of you. This is the bread of the Body,  

exiled, silenced, broken, beaten and executed.  

This is my body broken for you.  

When you eat of this, do it in remembrance of me.”  
 

In the same way after supper, while Jesus was still at table, he took a cup, and he 

blessed it.  After the blessing he said,  

“Take this and divide it among all of you. This is the blood of community.  

Blood shed in war and in homes.  

Blood that carries the memories of beauty and justice.  

Blood that flows with new beginnings for God’s One, Holy Body.  

When you drink of this cup, do it in remembrance of me.”  
  



(This morning imagine that peoples all over our planet are one with us at the 

table of this simple, sacred meal. Remember those who will gather in secret 

because their faith is persecuted or not allowed.  Remember those who have no 

hope for they are daily surrounded by death.  Remember all those who risk their 

lives for the sake of God’s justice. Remember all this is rooted in God’s love for 

Jesus and we who are his sisters and brother.) 

 

The Giving of the Elements 
 

These are holy things for holy people.  

We offer you the Bread of Life as Jesus offered it so long ago, and offers it now  

in the Communion of the saints.  

And we offer the Cup of Blessing, in the name of Jesus.  
 

Take the bread and eat, then drink of the cup offered to and for you. 

 

Unison Prayer after Communion 
 

As one body, we lament with those who lament.  

We hope with those who hope.  

We live with suffering. We live with beauty.  

Let us go from this table as a renewed community,  

doing the sacred, radical work of Jesus that calls us 

to live justice-making lives of faith.  

We are followers of God’s Way and we give thanks!  So be it.  Amen. 

 

HYMN   All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly   vs. 3  
 

All who hunger sing together, Jesus Christ is living bread. 

Come from loneliness and longing, here in peace we have been led. 

Blest are those who from this table live their days in gratitude 

Taste and see the grace eternal, taste and see that God is good 

  



BENEDICTION AND BLESSING  
 

Kiah: Seek the vision that Theodore Parker had more than 164 years ago that will 

allow us to divine by conscience the moral arc of the universe, and know that it 

bends toward justice.   
 

Bruce: And may we in love, in service, in community, and in prayer be tools in 

the divine hands that make the curve just a little more real.  Find peace and 

purpose in this possibility, people of God. 
   

Kiah: We go in peace and celebration to love and serve the Lord.   

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

SUNG RESPONSE    God Be With You ‘til We Meet Again  
    

God be with you till we meet again; 

By his counsels guide, uphold you, 

With his sheep securely fold you: 

God be with you till we meet again. 

 

CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD 

 

POSTLUDE  

 

 

 


