
  
 

 

THE BAR HARBOR CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

United Church of Christ 

29 Mount Desert Street 

Bar Harbor, Maine 04609 
 

October 17, 2021             10:00 AM  

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
 

PRELUDE                
 

SILENT REFLECTION (by Henri J. M. Nouwen) 
 

So much of our energy, time, and money goes into maintaining distance from one 

another. Many if not most of the resources of the world are used to defend 

ourselves against one another, to maintain or increase our power, and to safeguard 

our own privileged position. Imagine all that effort being put in the service of 

peace and reconciliation! Would there be any poverty? Would there be crimes and 

wars? Just imagine that there was no longer fear among people, no longer rivalry, 

hostility, bitterness, or revenge.… We say, “I can’t imagine.” But God says, 

“That’s what I imagine, a whole world not only created but also living in my 

image.” 

 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Special Thanks to Kay Rand, Liturgist, and Amy Burrell, welcome table, 

assisting today. 
 

The flowers this morning are given by Byrne Erb and her children in memory 

of her husband and their father, J. William Erb 



- Sign up to help w/ welcome table / liturgist on the whiteboard 

- Special mission offering this month:  UCC Disaster Relief 

- TODAY @4pm - senior parents' get-together @ Sue Cullen's 

- All Saints' names & photos for remembrances by Oct 31 

- helpers needed: Halloween Table 4:30pm @ BHCC Oct 31st 

- drop off stuff for college care packages -@ church ASAP 

- Open Table Tuesday @4-6pm for take-out or delivery 

- Morning prayer Tues @8:30, evening prayer Thurs @7pm via BHCC 

Facebook video post 

- BHCC Bible study Friday @ 11am: in-person or on Zoom 

- You're invited to share your offering in the offering plates either at the 

welcome table or on your way out after worship 

- Need anything? Contact Rob at 266-9026 
 

INTROIT  Spirit of the Living God  
 

Spirit of the Living God – fall afresh on me 

Spirit of the Living God – fall afresh on me 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me 

Spirit of the Living God – fall afresh on me. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (by Joanna Harader, from Psalm 91)     
 

Leader: Wherever we are – whether mountaintop or wilderness - 

People: We rest in the shelter of the Most High; 
 

Leader: We abide in the shadow of the Almighty; 

People: We find refuge under the wings of God. 
 

Leader: We trust that the angels of God - the words of God -  

People: the people of God - the hands of God 
 

Leader: Will bear us up. 

People: And so we call on God and seek God’s presence.  



HYMN I Sing the Mighty Power of God  
 

I sing the mighty power of God 

that made the mountains rise, 

that spread the flowing seas abroad, 

and built the lofty skies. 

I sing the wisdom that ordained 

the sun to rule the day; 

the moon shines full at God’s command, 

and all the stars obey. 
 

I sing the goodness of the Lord, 

who filled the earth with food, 

who formed the creatures thru the Word, 

and then pronounced them good. 

Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, 

where’er I turn my eye, 

if I survey the ground I tread, 

or gaze upon the sky! 
 

There’s not a plant or flower below, 

but makes thy glories known, 

and clouds arise, and tempests blow, 

by order from thy throne; 

while all that borrows life from thee 

is ever in thy care; 

and everywhere that we can be, 

thou, God, art present there. 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (from Christian Aid)   
 

Generous God: the source of all life, creating and sustaining every living thing; 

source of all food, material and spiritual, nourishing us both body and soul; light 

that goes before us, shining into the darkness and leading through uncertainty. 

Today may we be filled with your breath, nourished by your food, renewed by 

your living water, and sustained by your love. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  

  



PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
  Joys and Concerns 

Text prayer requests in the chat box. 

  Pastoral Prayer 

  The Lord’s Prayer (using ‘debts’) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER RESPONSE  Hear Our Prayer, O Lord   
 

 Hear our prayer, O Lord 

 Hear our prayer, O Lord  

Incline thine ear to us, 

 And grant us thy peace.  Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 A reading from the Gospel of Mark, chapter 10, verses 35-45. 
 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him, 

"Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you." 
 

And he said to them, "What is it you want me to do for you?" 
 

And they said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, 

in your glory." 
 

But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to 

drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 

with?" 
 

They replied, "We are able." Then Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you 

will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 

but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 

whom it has been prepared." 
 

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 
  



So Jesus called them and said to them, "You know that among the Gentiles those 

whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are 

tyrants over them.  But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become 

great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among 

you must be slave of all.  For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 

and to give his life a ransom for many." 

 

MEDITATION     “The Trees of Life” 

Rev. Robert S. Benson 

 

THE OFFERING 
 

 *Doxology   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 *Prayer of Dedication (Rev. Dr. Barb Hedges-Goettl) 
 

Jesus taught that where our treasure is, there will our hearts be also. In this 

hour, we bring our treasures — what we have and who we are.  And, Gracious 

and Generous God, we seek your treasure — treasure that does not fade, decay, 

or disappoint. Share with us the treasure of heaven, that we may share it 

courageously and generously with others. In your name we pray, Amen. 

  



HYMN Sent forth by God’s blessing   
 

Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing,  

the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

The service is ended, O now be extended 

the fruits of our worship in all who believe. 

The seed of the teaching, receptive souls reaching,  

shall blossom in action for god and for all. 

God's grace did invite us, and love shall unite us 

to work for God's kingdom and answer the call. 
 

With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living,  

the tasks of our everyday life we will face. 

Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,  

embracing God's children of each tribe and race. 

With your grace you feed us, with your light now lead us; 

unite us as one  in this life that we share. 

Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 

give honor to Christ and that name which we bear. 

 

BENEDICTION AND BLESSING (by Elizabeth Raine) 
 

May the God who shakes heaven and earth, 

whose Spirit blows through the valleys and the hills; 

whom death could not contain and who lives to disturb and bring us life;  

bless us with the power to endure, and the willingness to love. Amen. 
 

Leader: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

SUNG RESPONSE  My Life Flows on in Endless Song, v. 1  
 

My life flows on in endless song above earth’s lamentation 

I hear the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear the music ringing 

It sounds an echo in my soul – how can I keep from singing? 
 

CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD  
 

POSTLUDE     


