
  
 

 

THE BAR HARBOR CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

United Church of Christ 

29 Mount Desert Street 

Bar Harbor, Maine 04609 
 

November 28, 2021            10:00 AM  

First Sunday of Advent 
 

PRELUDE                
 

SILENT REFLECTION (by Philip Britts) 

In the face of the strain of tasks beyond our strength, we must turn inwards to the 

source of strength. If we measure our human strength against the work we see 

ahead, we shall feel hopeless, and if we tackle it in that strength we shall be 

frustrated…and fall either into torpor or exasperation. There is no healthier lesson 

we can learn than our own limitations, provided this is accompanied by the 

resignation of our own strength, and reliance on the strength of God. The wheel of 

community will fly apart unless it is spoked to the center, and we are placing 

ourselves in danger whenever we fail to recognize this, whenever we go rushing 

onward without taking time to turn inward.  



GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Special Thanks to our worship assistants today: Judy Fuller, welcome table, 

Anna Brow, liturgist, and Chloe Bolt, Kathe Simons, Al Simons, Steve Grubb, 

and Jim Brown, worship technicians. 

 

The flowers this morning are given by Ben and Ruth Rossi-Blaney in memory 

of loved ones. 
 

– Sign up to help w/ welcome table / liturgist on the whiteboard. 

- Special mission offering this month: Thanksgiving Basket Project. 

- Greening the Church after worship this Sunday. 

- Open Table Tuesday @4-6pm for take-out or delivery. 

- Morning prayer Tues @8:30 via BHCC Facebook live, or in person. 

Evening prayer Thurs @7pm via BHCC Facebook live, or in person. 

- BHCC Saunter resumes this week - Dec. 2 at 10:00 am. 

- BHCC Bible study Friday @ 11am: in-person or on Zoom 

- Mario Kart / Smash Bros tournament for High schoolers (& friends) - 

Friday evening, December 3rd @ 7pm at the church.  

- Saturday morning, December 4th @ 9am - annual BHCC Advent retreat 

"Sharing our Sacred Stories of Wonder & Awe" with Rev. AbbyLynn 

Haskell. More info: https://broadreachministries.com/wonder-and-awe 

- You're invited to share your offering in the offering plates either at the 

welcome table or on your way out after worship. 

- Need anything? Contact Rob at 266-9026 

 

ANNUNCIATION  Jeremiah 33: 14-16 
 

INTROIT    O Come, O Come Emmanuel, verse 1 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel –  

that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  



CALL TO WORSHIP (posted on Third Space) 
 

Leader: This Advent, we gather to hope and pray: 

People: For joy as we take this journey together, sight for the blind and  

healing for the sick; 
 

Leader: For freedom for prisoners and good news for the poor,  

People: For release for the oppressed, with justice for all and love for one  

another. 
 

Leader: With hopeful longing we wait: Come, Emmanuel! 

People: Come, God-with-us! 

 

HYMN Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory  
 

Joyous light of heav'nly glory, loving glow of God's own face, 

You who sing creation's story, Shine on ev'ry land and race. 

Now as morning dawns around us, we shall raise our songs to you. 

God of daybreak, God of shadows, come and light our hearts anew. 
 

In the stars that grace the darkness, in the blazing sun of dawn, 

in the light of peace and wisdom, we can hear your quiet song. 

Love that fills the night with wonder, love that warms the weary soul, 

love that bursts all chains asunder, set us free and make us whole. 
 

You who made the heaven's splendor, ev'ry dancing star of night, 

Make us shine with gentle justice, let us each reflect your light. 

Mighty God of all creation, gentle Christ who lights our way, 

Loving Spirit of salvation, lead us on to endless day. 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (from RCL Prayers) 
 

God of justice and peace, you rain down mercy and kindness – that all on earth 

may stand in awe and wonder before your loving-kindness and marvelous deeds. 

Guard our hearts and renew our spirits, so that we, in the company of the faithful 

and by the power of your Holy Spirit, may be ready to raise our heads at the coming 

near of our redemption, the day of Jesus the Christ, in whom we pray. Amen.  



ADVENT CANDLE-LIGHTING: Hope  Thanksgiving Basket Project  

  Unison prayer: Jesus Christ, Light of the world, hope of humanity: shine  

among us today. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
  Joys and Concerns 

Text prayer requests in the chat box. 

  Pastoral Prayer 

  The Lord’s Prayer (using ‘sins’) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER RESPONSE  Dona Nobis Pacem  

  
  



SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 
 

MEDITATION       “The Buoyancy of Hope” 

       Rev. Robert S. Benson 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

THE OFFERING 
 

 *Doxology   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  

A reading from the Gospel of Luke, chapter 21, verses 25-36. 

There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 

among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.  People will 

faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers 

of the heavens will be shaken.  Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a 

cloud' with power and great glory.  Now when these things begin to take place, 

stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near. 

 

Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as 

they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 

near.  So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 

kingdom of God is near.  Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 

all things have taken place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

not pass away.  Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 

dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you 

unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 

whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 

escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man. 



 *Prayer of Dedication (by Henri J.M. Nouwen) 

Lord Jesus, Master of both light and dark, send your Holy Spirit upon our 

preparations this Advent.  We who have so much to do seek quiet spaces to hear 

your voice. We who are anxious over many things look forward to your coming 

among us in hope and peace.  We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your 

presence.  We who are blessed in many ways long for the joy of your kin-dom.  

May these gifts represent our desire to make you welcome in our lives and the 

lives of those around us.  In your name we pray – Amen. 

 

HYMN Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus  
 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

BENEDICTION AND BLESSING (from 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13) 
 

May our God and our Lord Jesus direct our way. 

May the Lord make us abound in love for one another and for all. 

And may God so strengthen our hearts and renew our spirits that we may be 

found blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints. 
 

Leader: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

SUNG RESPONSE  Go Now in Peace  
 

Go now in peace … Go now in peace 

May the love of God surround you 

Everywhere … everywhere … you may go. 
 

CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD  
 

POSTLUDE     


