
  
 

 

THE BAR HARBOR CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

United Church of Christ 

29 Mount Desert Street 

Bar Harbor, Maine 04609 
 

June 20, 2021             10:00 AM  

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

PRELUDE                  

    

SILENT REFLECTION (by Howard Thurman) 

[Grandma Nancy Abrose said] ‘No one ever wins a fight.’ This suggests that there is 

always some other way; or does it mean that [we] can always choose the weapons 

[we] shall use? Not to fight at all is to choose a weapon by which one fights. Perhaps 

the authentic moral stature of a [person] is determined by [their] choice of weapons 

… in [their] fight against the adversary. Of all weapons, love is the most deadly and 

devastating, and few there be who dare trust their fate in its hands. 

 
GREETING                    
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The flowers this morning are given by David and Kathy Woodside in 

memory of their fathers, and by Rob and Cristy Benson in celebration of 

their 23rd Wedding Anniversary. 

 

- Welcome table helpers / liturgists needed - sign up on the whiteboard or 

contact Paul in the church office 

- Church Picnic – after worship today 

- Parking permits are available at the welcome table or during church office 

hours 

- Morning prayer Tues 8:30am, FB live or in-person 

- Open Table Tuesday, @4-6pm: takeout / delivery 

- BHCC Saunter Thursday @ 10am 

- Evening prayer Thurs @7pm- FB Live or in-person 

- Bible study Friday @ 11am – Zoom or in-person 

- ACMNP Sunset Worship Services – 7:30 @ Hadley Point  

- You’re invited to share your offering in the offering plates either at the 

welcome table or on your way out after worship 

- Memorial service for Judie Noonan - Saturday June 26th @ 10am, both in 

person and live-streamed on Zoom 

- We’re looking for someone to provide flowers July 25th - see Debbie Dyer 

- Need anything? Call Pastor Rob @ 266-9026. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

 

INTROIT  Gather Us In (v. 1)               

Here in this place the new light is streaming 

Shadows of doubt are vanished away. 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings 

Brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; 

Gather us in, our spirits inflame; 

Call to us now and we shall awaken 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
  



CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

Leader: We gather in this place to worship our God: 

People: calm Presence in our times of confusion, 

Comforter in our nights of struggle. 
 

Leader: We gather with fellow pilgrims, as we seek to follow Jesus: 

People: Sibling to those swamped by fears, 

Friend to all overwhelmed by loss. 
 

Leader: We are brought together by the Spirit 

who lives in the depths of our souls: 

People: the Serenity who travels with us 

on this up-and-down journey we call life. 

 

HYMN  Amazing Grace   
 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now I am found 

Was blind, but now I see 
 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 

I have already come 

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far 

And grace will lead me home 
 

My God has promised good to me, 

whose word my hope secures; 

God will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years 

Bright, shining as the sun 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’ve first begun 

  



PRAYER OF INVOCATION (by Long Green Valley Church of the Brethren) 
 

Mighty God, who speaks a word of peace to calm our troubled sea; caring God, 

who nudges us away from fear and toward faith; ever-present God, who fills us 

with awe but also raises many questions without easy answers; open our eyes to 

see you in our boat today; strengthen our hearts for the challenges that lie ahead; 

open our ears to hear the renewing word you speak into our lives. This we pray in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
  Joys and Concerns 

Text prayer requests in the chat box. 

  Pastoral Prayer 

  The Lord’s Prayer (using ‘trespasses’) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

PRAYER RESPONSE  Hear Our Prayer, O Lord   
 

Hear our prayer, O Lord; Hear our prayer, O Lord   

Incline thine ear to us, And grant us thy peace.  Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS            
 

 Mark 4: 35-41 
 

On that day, when evening had come, Jesus said to them, "Let us go across to the 

other side."  And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, 

just as he was. Other boats were with him. 
 

A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was 

already being swamped.  But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they 

woke him up and said to him, "Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?" 
           (continued…) 

 

  



He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Peace! Be still!" Then the 

wind ceased, and there was a dead calm.  He said to them, "Why are you afraid? 

Have you still no faith?"  And they were filled with great awe and said to one 

another, "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?" 
 

 I Samuel 17: 1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49 
 

Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle; they were gathered at Socoh, 

which belongs to Judah, and encamped between Socoh and Azekah, in Ephes-

dammim.  And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named 

Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span.  He had a helmet of 

bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; the weight of the coat 

was five thousand shekels of bronze.  He had greaves of bronze on his legs and a 

javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders.  The shaft of his spear was like a 

weaver's beam, and his spear's head weighed six hundred shekels of iron; and his 

shield-bearer went before him.  He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why 

have you come out to draw up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not 

servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me.  If 

he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants; but if I 

prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.  And 

the Philistine said, "Today I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man, that we may 

fight together." 
 

When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed 

and greatly afraid.  Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley 

of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.   
 

David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, took the provisions, 

and went as Jesse had commanded him. He came to the encampment as the army 

was going forth to the battle line, shouting the war cry.  Israel and the Philistines 

drew up for battle, army against army.  David left the things in charge of the keeper 

of the baggage, ran to the ranks, and went and greeted his brothers.  As he talked 

with them, the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of 

the ranks of the Philistines, and spoke the same words as before. And David heard 

him. 
 

David said to Saul, "Let no one's heart fail because of him; your servant will go 

and fight with this Philistine." 
 

Saul said to David, "You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; 

for you are just a boy, and he has been a warrior from his youth."   
 



But David said to Saul, "Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and 

whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, I went after it and 

struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I 

would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and kill it.  Your servant has killed both 

lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, since 

he has defied the armies of the living God." 
 

David said, "The LORD, who saved me from the paw of the lion and from the paw 

of the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine." So Saul said to David, 

"Go, and may the LORD be with you!" 
 

Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head and clothed 

him with a coat of mail. David strapped Saul's sword over the armor, and he tried 

in vain to walk, for he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, "I cannot 

walk with these; for I am not used to them." So David removed them.  Then he 

took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones from the wadi, and put 

them in his shepherd's bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his hand, and he drew 

near to the Philistine.   
 

The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of 

him. When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was only 

a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance.  The Philistine said to David, "Am I 

a dog, that you come to me with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed David by his 

gods.  The Philistine said to David, "Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the 

birds of the air and to the wild animals of the field." 
 

But David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with sword and spear and 

javelin; but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies 

of Israel, whom you have defied.  This very day the LORD will deliver you into 

my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head; and I will give the dead 

bodies of the Philistine army this very day to the birds of the air and to the wild 

animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 

and that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not save by sword and 

spear; for the battle is the Lord's and he will give you into our hand." 
 

When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly toward the 

battle line to meet the Philistine.  David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, 

slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, 

and he fell face down on the ground. 

  



MEDITATION      “Friends and Fear” 

             Rev. Robert S. Benson 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC   Eternal Father, Strong to Save       BHCC Choir 

 

THE OFFERING 
 

 *Doxology   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication (by Thom Shuman) 

As we offer these gifts and oir hearts to you, O God, may they be used to pass on 

the promise of hope, of peace, of life, of community to all in need of your  presence 

in their lives. Amen. 

 

HYMN    Lift E’vry Voice and Sing  
 

Lift every voice and sing  

Till earth and heaven ring 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty 

Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the listening skies 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea 
 

Sing a song full of the faith that the harsh past has taught us 

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun 

Let us march on till victory is won 
 

Stony the road we trod 

Bitter the chastening rod 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died 

Yet with a steady beat 

Have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

       (continued…) 
  



We have come over a way that with tears has been watered 

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered 

Out from the gloomy past 

Till now we stand at last 

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast 
 

God of our weary years 

God of our silent tears 

God who has brought us thus far on the way 

God who by your might led us into the light 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray 
 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met you 

Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, forget you 

Shadowed beneath your hand 

May we forever stand true to our God, true to our native land 

 

BENEDICTION AND BLESSING  (from Abingdon Worship Annual) 
 

Put obstacles in no one’s way, but rejoice in compassion, knowledge, patience, 

kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God.   

Abide in grace. 
 

Leader: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

SUNG RESPONSE  God Be With You ‘Til We Meet Again – verse 1 
 

God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you, 

With his sheep securely fold you: God be with you till we meet again. 
 

CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD  
 

POSTLUDE     


