
  
 

 

THE BAR HARBOR CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

United Church of Christ 

29 Mount Desert Street 

Bar Harbor, Maine 04609 
 

January 16, 2022            10:00 AM  

Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

MLK Remembrance Weekend 
 

PRELUDE                
 

SILENT REFLECTION (by N. T. Wright from Surprised by Hope) 

 

“Heaven is actually a reverent way of speaking about God so that ‘riches in heaven’ 

simply means ‘riches in God’s presence.’  But then, by derivation from this primary 

meaning, heaven is the place where God’s purposes for the future are stored up. It 

isn’t where they are meant to stay so that one would need to go to heaven to enjoy 

them; it is where they are kept safe against the day when they will become a reality 

on earth. . . God’s future inheritance, the incorruptible new world and the new bodies 

that are to inhabit that world, are already kept safe, waiting for us, not so that we can 

go to heaven and put them on there but so that they can be brought to birth in this 

world or rather in the new heavens and new earth, . . .”  



GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

This morning we welcome our own Anna Brown to our pulpit.  Thank you, 

Anna, for bringing God’s word to us! 
 

Special Thanks to our worship assistants today: Scott Hammond, Liturgist, 

Debbie Hammond, welcome table, and Chloe Bolt, Kathe Simons, Al Simons, 

Steve Grubb, Cristy Benson and Jim Brown, worship technicians. 

 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Lois Wade and family in loving 

memory of Ben Wade and loved ones. 

 

- Your presence is needed at our Annual Meeting on January 30 

- Sign up to help w/ welcome table / liturgist on the whiteboard 

- Open Table Tuesday @4-6pm for take-out or delivery 

– Morning prayer Tues @8:30, evening prayer Thurs @7pm via BHCC 

Facebook live, or in person. 

– BHCC Saunter Thursdays - meet at the church @ 10am 

– BHCC Bible study Friday @ 11am: in-person or on Zoom 

– You're invited to share your offering in the offering plates either at the 

welcome table or on your way out after worship 

– Need anything?  Contact Pastor Rob at 266-9026. 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  

 

INTROIT    What Child Is This (verse 1) 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 

  



CALL TO WORSHIP (from Presbyterian Peacemaking Program) 
     

Leader: Sisters and brothers, rejoice. 

We live sustained by God’s presence and love. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader: As we mourn the wounds of God’s children, 

People: God weeps with us. 
 

Leader: As we give thanks for brothers and sisters who  

have lived in faith, 

People: God gives thanks with us. 
 

Leader: As we struggle for justice, 

People: God struggles with us.   
 

Leader: As we strive for peace, 

People: God strives with us. 
 

Leader: As we work to build the beloved community, 

People: God works with us. 
 

Leader: As we offer our gifts to all, 

God blesses us. 
 

Leader: Sisters and brothers, rejoice. 

People: Sustained by God’s presence and love we  

worship God. 

 

HYMN Lift ev'ry voice and sing, 
 

Lift ev'ry voice and sing, 

till earth and heaven ring, 

ring with the harmonies of liberty. 

Let our rejoicing rise 

high as the list'ning skies, 

let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us. 

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us. 

Facing the rising sun 

of our new day begun, 

let us march on till victory is won. 

  



Stony the road we trod, 

bitter the chast'ning rod, 

felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

yet with a steady beat, 

have not our weary feet 

come to the place for which our people sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered. 

We have come, treading our path thro' the blood of the slaughtered, 

out from the gloomy past, 

till now we stand at last 

where the bright gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 

God of our weary years, 

God of our silent tears, 

thou who hast brought us thus far on the way, 

thou who hast by thy might 

led us into the light, 

keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 

lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 

shadowed beneath thy hand, 

may we forever stand, 

    true to our God, true to our native land. 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)   
 

O, God of steadfast faithfulness, at the wedding in Cana your Son turned 

water into wine, bringing joy and demonstrating abundance. We are 

overwhelmed at all the ways You continue to bless us with joy and abundance 

at every turn. We pray that our lives exemplify our gratitude. And this 

morning, in this place, may we bring all we have to fully worship you with all 

of our hearts and minds. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

  



PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
  Joys and Concerns 

Text prayer requests in the chat box. 

  Pastoral Prayer 

  The Lord’s Prayer (using ‘sins’) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER RESPONSE  Away in a manger (verse 3) 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus I ask You to stay 

Close by me forever and love me I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Your tender care 

And fit us for heaven to live with You there. 

  

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

  A reading from Psalm 36, verses 5-10.  
 

  Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 

    your faithfulness to the clouds. 

  Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, 

    your judgments are like the great deep; 

    you save humans and animals alike, O Lord. 
 

  How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 

    All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 

  They feast on the abundance of your house, 

    and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

  For with you is the fountain of life; 

    in your light we see light. 
 

  O continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 

    and your salvation to the upright of heart! 

  



  A reading from the Gospel of John chapter 2, verses 1-11. 
 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the 

wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.”  And Jesus 

said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet 

come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now standing 

there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 

twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 

filled them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to 

the chief steward.” So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had 

become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had 

drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, 

“Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests 

have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.”  Jesus did this, 

the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples 

believed in him. 

 

MEDITATION          “Signs, signs, everywhere a sign”  

        Dr. Anna M. Brown 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC        

 

THE OFFERING 
 

 *Doxology   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 *Prayer of Dedication (by Rev. Teri Peterson) 
 

Creator God, you call us to join in your work of love in the world, and you 

equip us with all we need to follow your lead. Now make us generous of hand, 

heart, and mind, as you are. As we return to you a portion of your gifts, we 

pray you would receive them as a sign of our gratitude for your unending 

love, and guide us as we offer our whole selves in your service, seeking your 

abundant life for all. Amen. 

 

 



HYMN  Precious Lord, take my hand 
 

Precious Lord, take my hand 

Lead me on, let me stand 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn 

Through the storm, through the night 

Lead me on to the light 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 
 

When my way grows drear 

Precious Lord linger near 

When my life is almost gone 

Hear my cry, hear my call 

Hold my hand lest I fall 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home  
 

Precious Lord, take my hand 

Lead me on, let me stand 

I'm tired, I'm weak, I'm lone 

Through the storm, through the night 

Lead me on to the light 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 

 

BENEDICTION AND BLESSING (from Church of Scotland) 
 

May God bless us with encounters 

that turn strangers into neighbors, 

that turn fear into friendships, 

that turn hatred into hospitality, 

that turn pain into peace.   
 

Leader: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

  

https://www.definitions.net/definition/through
https://www.definitions.net/definition/precious
https://www.definitions.net/definition/grows
https://www.definitions.net/definition/linger
https://www.definitions.net/definition/almost
https://www.definitions.net/definition/precious
https://www.definitions.net/definition/through
https://www.definitions.net/definition/precious


SUNG RESPONSE Go tell it on the mountain, v. 1  

Refrain: 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills, and ev'rywhere; 

go, tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born. 

While shepherds kept their watching  

o’er silent flocks by night,  

behold, throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 

CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD  
 

POSTLUDE     


