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Greetings to the Church! 

     Please accept my heartfelt 

gratitude for your acceptance and 

your forbearance of the intentional 

and unintentional changes you have 

experienced these past three months, 

especially in worship where such 

changes have been more intentional 

than you might suspect!  Your 

graciousness has been exceptional.   

     I have enjoyed almost every 

moment of my time as your pastor 

while Pastor Rob has been resting and 

renewing his life and faith for this 

time.  I know (having just met with 

him) that he is returning to you with a 

perspective that comes from having 

had this time and spiritual space to 

review the past & engage in the new.   

     Having had 2 excellent sabbatical 

times in my own years of ministry, I 

know how important this can be for 

everyone involved.  You have my 

blessing, my prayers, and my 

thankfulness as you all move forward. 

The Rev. Dr. Bruce P Burnham 

 

 

“Is that a photo of a box?” 

“Yes, but a VERY SPECIAL BOX!” 

37 of these boxes containing a variety 

of items were mailed to college 

students who have a connection to our 

church on the Wednesday before 

Halloween.  They contain a variety of 

items (including a bunch of candy!) 

that we have found out they appre-

ciate on their end of the program! 

Thanks to Ann Lee, Ruth Rossi & 

sister Mary Ann, Nancy Howland, 

Sarah Nevells, Pat Dizazzo, Debbie 

Hammond, and Kiah Baxter for the 

assembly and mailing and delivery 

(to COA students locally) for all their 

efforts.  And thanks for all your 

donations that make this possible!!!! 
 

 

Welcome back,  
Pastor Rob. 

We’re glad you’re 
back safely and here 

with us again! 

The Congregation! 

 
WINDOW DRESSERS UPDATE!! 

FROM BRAD STAGER:  We start 

building on Wed, November 2 in the 

church fellowship room.  We will 

work every day thru Saturday, Nov 

5.  Materials delivery & setup will be 

Tuesday, Nov 1, 2022. Please let 

me know what day & time you 

would like to join the workshop.  We 

will be open most days from 9 am 

until 7 pm.  There will be a 

volunteer, or two there to help you 

along the way.  Times when no 

people have signed up, we will allow 
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the space to rest. Sunday, we will 

have an after-noon shift, from noon 

until 4 pm to pick up and make 

repairs.   

     We also are happy to include 

guests & visitors.  Feel free to bring 

in food treats or snacks you’d like to 

share. Our workshop is located in 

the basement of Bar Harbor 

Congregational Church, 29 Mount 

Desert St, (next to Reel Pizza).  

  

   Looking forward to working with 

you. 

Brad (bradleystager@gmail.com) 

Cell: 207.479.7040 

 

The Ladies Auxiliary met for a 

luncheon on Oct.15th.  Twenty-one 

ladies attended.  The purpose was to 

develop community in the church 

and elicit ideas and alternatives to 

our past activities.   

     After a delicious lunch, members 

enthusiastically shared some of their 

memories of the Auxiliary over 

time.  Then, pros and cons of 

continuing the Auxiliary were 

listed.  Pros included: financial 

support for the church, a sense of 

community among members, and fun 

activities.  Cons included: the fact 

that many members are aging, time 

commitment, volunteer shortage, 

competition with other activities, and 

having a cook for the church fair. 

     Following was a discussion about 

having a Fair.  The majority wished 

to continue having one.  Alternative 

ideas were discussed, such as util-

izing online promotions or stream-

lining things we have done in the 

past.  This led to a discussion about 

the continued concern of the Covid 

pandemic. 

     A motion followed to rebuild the 

Auxiliary by holding  monthly 

meetings on the second Sunday of 

the month at 11:15, after worship, 

and to work toward a Church Fair in 

2023.  The vote was unanimous. 

These meetings would utilize 

discussions and activities to build 

community.  Members will share the 

planning and leadership. 

     All ladies of the church are 

cordially invited to join in whenever 

they can!  The first gathering will be 

on Sun., Nov. 13.  We hope to see 

lots of you there!  The gathering 

closed with a spiritually uplifting 

song written and sung by Suzanne 

Burns. 

Pat DiZazzo and Jan Varnum 

Welcome and Care, TLC 

 

Kiah’s Korner! 
Minister of Faith Formation 

LEARNING AND GROWING      
As we enter into the winter months 

with longer nights I am excited launch 

a new book group this month which 

will run until sometime in April or 

May. Winter is the perfect time to curl 

up and get lost in a good book. The 

Faith and Fiction Book Group will 

meet weekly on Thursday nights over 

Zoom. It’s perfect for folks who have 

work or school during the day and are 

looking for weekday fellowship right 

from their own homes. 

     Works of fiction often draw us 

into new worlds giving us the oppor-

tunity see something from new 

points of view. For the first book we 

will be reading Parable of the 

Sower by Octavia Butler. 

Written in the early 1990s it is a 

powerful prediction about the time 

we are currently living in. 

     Butler explores themes of climate 

change and social inequality. Butler 

draws you in bring the world to life 

with beautiful prose. At its core this 

book explores faith and religion in 

ways that have left a mark on me since 

the first time I read it. This book does 

contain adult themes including 

violence, rape, and drug use so please 

remember to practice self-care while 

reading it. 

           
     By reading it slowly there will be 

time to sit with each the characters 

and events giving us time to digest 

them. Each week we will open with a 

reading of the chapter’s earthseed (the 

scripture being written in the book), 

then looking at the chapter reflecting 

on a theme and wondering about how 

themes such as hope, love, justice, 

change, etc. are present in the book 

and in our lives. We will then close 

with a spiritual practice or blessing 

based on the chapter we just read. 

     I hope you will join me in reading 

together this story. 

Peace and blessings,        Kiah   

 

 

Thanksgiving 

Baskets 
At the end of the Gospel of John, 

Jesus repeatedly tells Peter, “Feed my 

sheep.”  I am moved by the simplicity 

of so much of Jesus’ message.  We are 

to care for our neighbors.  It doesn’t 

get more basic or more important than 

food!  
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    It is a gift to help organize the 

Thanksgiving Basket Program again 

this year.  Every year it feels like the 

loaves and fishes. We go from 

conversations and questions about 

which organi-zations will donate food 

and money to help provide the 

bounty, to the wonderful chaos of 

packing food and getting it out the 

door in the middle of November. 

 

We are blessed with so many partners 

each year who share in the task.  MDI 

Rotary and the Somesville Union 

Meeting House have pledged 

financial support. Seaside UCC has 

committed to providing gravy. 

Galyn’s Restaurant will again deliver 

huge bags of fresh potatoes and the 

largest carrots you’ve ever seen. 

Mount Desert Elementary School is 

starting their food drive. Open Table 

is making cookies.  And the Girl 

Scouts and others have already 

contacted me about helping organize 

and deliver food. 

     This year, as always, BHCC is in 

charge of ingredients for Pumpkin 

Pie and Stuffing Mix and that means 

Canned Pumpkin Pie Mix.  But also, 

please be on the lookout for the rest of 

the ingredients needed: 

      Pie Crust Mix (like Jiffy) 

      Canned Evaporated Milk 

  

      We remember each year the 

importance of coming together, 

giving thanks, and sharing.   

     Thank you for your commitment, 

prayers, and enthusiasm as we pull 

this process together again.  I 

look forward to seeing you all on 

Sunday, November 20th when we 

work once again to organize the fruits 

of our labors and the generosity of our 

community to pack Thanksgiving 

Baskets.           Cristy Benson 
 

The Sunrise Association Fall 

Annual Meeting 
was held at First Church UCC in 

Belfast UCC on October 8th.  There 

were 38 souls on board for the 

meeting in-person and via zoom.  

Delegates voted a slightly decreased 

budget due to less income from 

Conference and Association 

fellowship dues. New officers and 

committee members were elected, 

reports were shared, and a number of 

take-a-way resources were made 

available to attendees. Worship was 

led by Rev. Kate Winters, Rev. Joe 

Krueger and members of the 

Committee on Ministry (COM). 

Changes to the 2015 Bylaws were 

presented and approved by the 

Association which included new 

changes:  

The new Manual on Ministry of 

the United Church of Christ has added 

a new form of ministry: 

      Lay Ministerial Standing.      

     The Sunrise Association will keep 

both Licensed and Commissioned 

Ministry as forms of ministry. 

     The “Covenant to Care”, recently 

created and recommended to our 

congregations by the Maine 

Conference Board of Directors. 

     An addendum listing policies and 

specific practices of the Association 

such as Boundary Training 

Speaker Carol Dana, a linguist and 

Penobscot woman was the guest 

speaker. 

Note: The Sunrise Association still 

has the following openings: 

- Committee on Ministry – 1 year 

to finish out an existing  term 

- At Large member of the 

Coordinating Council – 2 year 

term 

- Auditor – 2 year term 

- Representative to Resourcing the 

Local Church (RLC) Committee 

MCUCC – 3 year term 

- UCC Synod Delegate – 2 Synod 

cycles (Synod currently meets 

every 2 years 

See Kathy Woodside (207-288-5160 

or woodsidekat@gmail.com) if you 

feel called to serve our church & the 

wider church in one of these ways.  

PHOTOS FROM APPLE 

PICKING, October 16th 

 

 
 

 
 

Resolution of Support 

for Tribal Sovereignty 

in Maine Passed! 
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The delegates to the 91st Annual 

Meeting of the Maine Conference 

United Church of Christ, voted on 

October 15th, 2022 to: 

1-stand in favor of reparations for 

past harms; restoration of sovereign 

tribal lands, life, and culture; and 

always supporting the expressed will 

of the tribes on matters of tribal 

sovereignty; 

2. support the consensus 

recommendations in the January 

2020 report of the Task Force on 

Changes to the Maine Indian Claims 

Settlement Implementing Act; 

3. take appropriate action, including 

legislative advocacy, as encouraged 

by the Wabanaki Alliance and 

Wabanaki Tribal Government to 

have the consensus recommendations 

become law;  

4. Offer educational opportunities 

and encourage support and action 

from members, congregations, and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus tell us – “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with 
all your soul and with all your 
mind. And you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 
In response, our mission is to be a 
Christ-centered community of prayer 
and worship, welcome and care, 
learning and growing, witness and 
service.  

 

 

   
 

associations of the Maine 

Conference. 

     The Social Action Committee and 

the Anti-Racism Resource Team of 

the Maine Conference UCC are 

primarily responsible for developing 

strategies and programming to 

implement this resolution.  Funding 

will come from their respective 

budgets along with assistance by the 

Conference staff designated by the 

Conference Minister…but they need 

our help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to know more 

contact Kathy Woodside at 207-288-

5160. My email is 

woodsidekat@gmail.com. 

 

For your calendar! 
Fridays – Bible   

     Study @ 11 a.m. 

Sermon After-Party     

     Oct. 30th led by 

Anna Brown 

All Saints Worship Service – Nov. 6th   

     & Pastor Rob’s First Sunday back      

     for 10 a.m. worship 

Thanksgiving Basket Sorting –  

     November 20th after church 

TLC Meeting – Wed. Nov. 9th  

     @ 6 p.m. via ZOOM 

Faith and Fiction Group – Thursdays  

     @ 8:30 p.m. beginning Nov. 3rd 

Veteran’s Day Service – Monday,  

     Nov. 11th @ 11 a.m. 
Friday Night Grace November 18th @ 5:30 

December Chimes Deadline –  

     Monday, Nov. 21st  

 

 

 

 

 
Bar Harbor Congregational Church 

29 Mount Desert St. 

Bar Harbor, ME  04609   

www.barharborucc.org 

an open & affirming 

congregation 
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