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November 29, 2020         10:00 AM  

First Sunday in Advent 
 

PRELUDE      
 

SILENT REFLECTION (Anne Weems) 

Is it all sewn up, my life?  
 

Or is it so predictable—  

so orderly, neat, well-arranged, right—  

  that I don't have the time or space  

  for listening for the rustle of angels' wings  

  or running to the stable to see a baby?  
 

Could this be what he meant when he said  

  Listen, those who have ears to hear...  

  Look, those who have eyes to see?  
 

O God, give me the humility of the shepherds  

  who saw in the cold December darkness  

  the coming of Light; the advent of Love! 
 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The altar flowers this morning have been given by Mark and Stephanie 

Reece in memory of our grandparents. 
 

- If you’d like to participate in our upcoming worship services, let Pastor Rob 

know 

- Maine Seacoast Mission’s Christmas Program is ON!  Each year BHCC 

supports the Mission’s effort to provide gifts for our neighbors in need.   

- Your annual reports are needed in the church office – please help out if 

you’ve been contacted by the office to submit one. 

- Please note that the church office hours have changed.  The office is no 

longer open on Tuesday and will be open on Wednesday instead.  The 

hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 9-3. 

- Open Table take-out / delivery Tues. 4-6pm 

- Tues Morning prayer @8:30am, Thurs Evening prayer @7pm via BHCC 

Facebook Live 

- BHCC Saunter Thursdays @ 10am from BHCC 

- Fresh Food Friday @ Bar Harbor Food Pantry from 9 to noon– ALL ARE 

WELCOME 

- If you’re not receiving the BHCC weekly messenger, please contact the 

church office, and with any Q’s / Tech Help, to get on email / mailing list. 

- Need anything? Call Pastor Rob @ 266-9026. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE  
 

 Beloved: we gather together in the love and grace of God. 
 

ANNUNCIATION   Isaiah 64: 1-4   Kay Rand 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so the mountains would 

quake at your presence – as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water 

to boil – to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might 

tremble!  When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, 

the mountains quaked.  From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no 

eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait eagerly. 

  



INTROIT   O Come, O Come Emmanuel, verse 1 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel –  

that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (from Grace Church, Ealing) 

Leader: In this season of waiting and longing, we are seeking light. 

People: In our lives and communities - we are seeking light. 
 

Leader: In our families - we are seeking light. 

People: In our work - we are seeking light. 
 

Leader: In our nation - we are seeking light 

People: In our world - we are seeking light. 
 

Leader: Jesus said, “Seek and you shall find; Knock and the door will be opened; 

Ask and it will be given.” 

People: Jesus Christ, Light of the world: come into our world and into our  

lives, again, today, we pray. 

 

HYMN   Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory  Marty Haugen 
 

Joyous light of heav'nly glory, loving glow of God's own face, 

You who sing creation's story, Shine on ev'ry land and race. 

Now as morning dawns around us, we shall raise our songs to you. 

God of daybreak, God of shadows, come and light our hearts anew. 
 

In the stars that grace the darkness, in the blazing sun of dawn, 

in the light of peace and wisdom, we can hear your quiet song. 

Love that fills the night with wonder, love that warms the weary soul, 

love that bursts all chains asunder, set us free and make us whole. 
 

You who made the heaven's splendor, ev'ry dancing star of night, 

Make us shine with gentle justice, let us each reflect your light. 

Mighty God of all creation, gentle Christ who lights our way, 

Loving Spirit of salvation, lead us on to endless day. 
 

  



PRAYER OF INVOCATION (from RCL Prayers)   led by Kay Rand  

God of justice and peace, from the heavens you shower mercy and kindness, 

that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder before your marvelous deeds.  Raise 

our heads in expectation, that we may yearn for the coming day of the Lord and 

stand with joy together with your Son, Jesus the Christ, our companion and guide.  

Amen. 
 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

Congregational response: 

 Jesus Christ, Light of the world: shine among us today. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
  Joys and Concerns 

Text prayer requests in the chat box or to (207) 266-9026 

  Pastoral Prayer 

  The Lord’s Prayer (using ‘sins’) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.   
 

PRAYER RESPONSE   Wait for the Lord (Taize) 

 Wait for the Lord – whose day is near 

 Wait for the Lord – be strong, take heart! 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 

Mark 13:24-37 

But in those days, after that suffering, 

    the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will not give its light, 

    and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

    and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 

glory.  Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 

from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

(continued…) 
  



“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 

forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.  So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.  Truly I tell you, 

this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place.  Heaven 

and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “But about that day 

or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father.  Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.  It is 

like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 

charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.  

Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will 

come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may 

find you asleep when he comes suddenly.  And what I say to you I say to all: 

Keep awake.” 
  
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 

been given you in Christ Jesus,  for in every way you have been enriched in him, 

in speech and knowledge of every kind—  just as the testimony of Christ has 

been strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift 

as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He will also strengthen 

you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC   The March of the Kings         Madelin Sintiris, flautist 
 

MEDITATION   Rev. Rob Benson 
 

HYMN   Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 



BENEDICTION AND BLESSING (from 1 Corinthians 1: 7-9) 
 

As we go forth, remember:  

 God’s gifts are right in front of us! 

Not only that, but God is right beside us, 

to hold us steady along the way. 

God, who started us on this spiritual adventure, will do this, 

for God is faithful. 

God will never give up on us. 

God is ours, and we are God’s, both now and always. 
 

Leader: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

ALL: Thanks be to God 
 

SUNG RESPONSE  God Be With You ‘Til We Meet Again – verse 1 

God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you, 

With his sheep securely fold you: God be with you till we meet again. 
 

CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD  
 

POSTLUDE  
 

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR   

  


