
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE BAR HARBOR CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
United Church of Christ 
29 Mount Desert Street 

Bar Harbor, Maine 04609 

 
September 27, 2020                        10:00 am 

 
Outdoor Worship Service 

 
PRELUDE    
 
SILENT REFLECTION (by Madeleine L’Engle )  

Sometimes the very walls of our churches separate us from God and 
each other. In our various naves and sanctuaries we are safely 
separated from those outside, from other denominations, other 
religions, separated from the poor, the ugly, the dying.…The house 
of God is not a safe place. It is a cross where time and eternity meet, 
and where we are – or should be – challenged to live more 
vulnerably, more interdependently. 

 
CIRCLE WELCOME & WAVES OF JOY AND PEACE 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   (from Living Waters for the World 
 

Leader: God, you split rocks in the wilderness, and gave your people  
abundant drink, as from the deep. 

People: Come to us, Lord.  Give us that abundant water. 
 

Leader: You made streams come out of the rock, and caused waters to  
flow down like rivers. 

People: Come to us, Lord.  Send the waters down upon us. 
 

Leader: You turned the desert into pools of water, the parched land into  
springs of water. 

People: Come to us, Lord.  Create springs in the parched desert of  
our hearts. 

 

Leader: As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you,  
O God. 

People: My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.    
Come to us, Lord, and fill our longing. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
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PRAYER OF INVOCATION (by Chris Altrock) 
Leaders: Your beloved and weary people, O God, cry out in distress. 

Yet we proclaim: My trust is in you. My hope is in you. My 
refuge is in you. 

All: My trust is in you. My hope is in you. My refuge is in you. 
 

Leaders: Your mercy and love are older than the hills. 
 Your love grounds us. 
 Your love sustains us. 
 Your love brings us hope. 
 
Leaders: Show us your ways, O God. Lead us along your paths. 
 Make clear how to cultivate hope in difficult times. 
 Our trust is in you. Our hope is in you. Our refuge is in you. 
All: Our trust is in you. Our hope is in you. Our refuge is in you. 
 
INSTRUMENTAL HYMN  Fairest Lord Jesus 
 
A TIME FOR ATTENTIVE PRESENCE 
 
PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 

  Joys and Concerns 
 Text prayer requests in the chat box or to (207) 266-9026. 
  Pastoral Prayer  
  The Lord’s Prayer  (You’re invited to pray aloud in a quiet voice.  

    Using ‘sins.’) 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   Cate & Jane Pope 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Philippians 2:1-13 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make 
my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 
full accord and of one mind.  Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.  Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.   
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something 
to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being 
born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a 
cross.  Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 

that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 
 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only 
in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in 
you, enabling you both to will and to work for God’s good pleasure. 

 

Matthew 21:23-32 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority 
are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?" 
 

Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things.  Did 
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?" 
And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will 
say to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?'  But if we say, 'Of human 
origin,' we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet."  
So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them, 
"Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 

"What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 
'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.'  He answered, 'I will not'; but 
later he changed his mind and went.  The father went to the second 
and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not go.  
Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus 
said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.  For John came to you in 
the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, 
you did not change your minds and believe him.   

 
SERMON                “Why / Why Not ?” 
         Rev. Robert S. Benson 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  Cate & Jane Pope 
 
REVERSE OFFERING  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION  Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant 
 



CIRCLE BLESSING  
Bless one another with the words, “Go with God; go in peace.” 

 
POSTLUDE 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The altar flowers this morning have been given by Mrs. Richard D. 
Young and her children in loving memory of her husband and 

their father and grandfather, Richard D. Young. 
 

Special Thanks to those assisting with our service today: 
Robin, Debby, Rob, and Paul 

Steve Grubb (tech), Earl Brechlin, Scott Hammond  
 

Special thanks to Cate and Jane Pope for providing music, and to   
the Bar Harbor Historical Society for the use of their lawn. 

 

- if you’d like to participate in our upcoming worship services, let 
Pastor Rob know 
This afternoon @ 2pm - BHCC apple picking @ Johnston's 
This evening @ 5:45pm - HSYG bonfire @ Hadley point 

- Open Table meals Tuesdays, 4-6pm, via take-out / delivery  
- Tuesday morning prayer @8:30am via BHCC Facebook live 
- Thursday evening prayer @7pm via BHCC Facebook live 
- Thursday morning BHCC Saunter @10am – meet at church 

(with face coverings) 
- Fresh Food Friday from 9 to noon @ Bar Harbor Food Pantry 
- Special mission offering this month: Open Table MDI 

- PLEASE contact the church office with any questions, for Tech 
Help, to get on email / mailing list, or for general life inspiration: 
288-3280 
 

as you are able, the church gratefully accepts your offering in a 
variety of ways, including electronically on our website or by 

placing your gift in our offering basket as you exit. 
 

Need anything? Contact Pastor Rob @ 266-9026. 
 
 
 
 
 

BHCC MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Jesus tells us — ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 

commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ - Matthew 22: 37—39 (NRSV) 

 

In response, our mission is to be a Christ-centered community of prayer 
and worship, welcome and care, learning and growing, witness and 

service. We endeavor to embody God’s love for all people 
 

OPEN AND AFFIRMING STATEMENT 
 

Jesus teaches us to welcome all God's children into God's covenantal 
community. All people are created in God's image and, thus, are loved by 
God.  Love is the unifying and strengthening force within the Christian faith. 
We recognize that within this church we possess different perspectives and 
interpretations of Scripture; we celebrate that diversity and seek to honor it. 
 

We, the members of the Bar Harbor Congregational Church, United Church 
of Christ, hereby declare ourselves to be an Open and Affirming Christian 
community within the United Church of Christ, actively expressing Jesus' 
inclusive embrace of all people. We welcome those who seek to follow 
Jesus including persons of every age, gender, race, national origin, faith 
background, marital status and family structure, sexual orientation, gender 
identity and expression, mental and physical ability, economic and social 
status, and educational background to share in the life, leadership, 
employment, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments, rites, 
responsibilities, blessings and joys of our church family. 
 

As we grow together in faith and love, let us strive to celebrate the diversity 
in which God has created us.  
 
 

REVEREND ROB BENSON, PASTOR 
ROBIN ANN BARRON, ORGANIST AND MUSIC DIRECTOR 

REVEREND RENÉ COLSON HUDSON, 
DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

PAUL DICKSON, CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Friday 9 AM – 3PM 

Church Office phone: (207) 288-3280 
Office e-mail: office@barharborucc.org 

Church Web Site:  http://barharborucc.org 
Pastor Rob’s cell phone: (207) 266-9026 

Pastor Rob’s email: pastor@barharborucc.org 
www.facebook.com/BarHarborCongregationalChurch 
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