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Pastor’s Letter

Pilgrimage

In just about two weeks the Haiti
Mission Team will drive to Boston
before flying to Miami and then on
to Cap Haitien, Haiti. Once there,
we’ll pile into an Institution Univers
bus and drive to Ouanaminthe, right
across the border of the Dominican
Republic.

Here’s what we anticipate doing:
working with IU students, learning
about Haitian history and culture,
volunteering in the medical clinic,
painting classrooms, worshipping
together, and facilitating camp
workshops on music, dance, art,
science, health, and English. At
least that’s what we’ve planned.

What makes this a mission trip (a
type of pilgrimage) is not what we
have planned but what God has in
store. Weather nut that | am, it
seems weather will cooperate and
allow our flights to depart on time.
But beyond that, we have no idea.
We just have to go step-by-step,

arm-in-arm, trusting in God to
accompany, strengthen, encourage,
and guide us.

In this mid-winter season, when so
many in our community face
challenges and bear burdens, this
metaphor of pilgrimage seems apt.
Prolonged sickness and persistent
struggle sap our strength and
stretch our faith. The journey can
take us to unexpected places.

Take heart: we have companions
along the way, some whose support
we’d anticipate, and others whose
love surprises us. And we have God,
who is faithful to stay beside us,
wherever our journey leads.

Please keep all our fellow travelers
— pilgrims — in your prayers. And
stay alert for God’s graced
company.

Blessings and peace,

Rob
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The Chimes

Bar Harbor
Congregational
Church, UCC

Serving Love
Delicious made-from-scratch biscuits for the
first Open Table MDI community supper.

Sending Joy
Our team assembling Valentine’s Day care
packages for over 25 college students. Joy |
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THEOLOGY OF IMPROV

“Yes, and” is not only the guiding principle
of long-form improv, but also, as we
learned at this year’s first Lenten supper, a
framework for thoughtful compassion and
mutual care. ImprovAcadia’s Larrance &
Jen led discussion about the connections
between improv and faith, and even
inspired folks to try some improv games !

SACRED BEAUTY

As the Great Meadow flooded and froze, a
rare sheet of thick ice covered pathways

and delighted skaters. A beautiful and
unexpected gift this winter !

Serving Love

SOPIPER

2018 Jersey Challenge &
Souper Bowl Final Tally
(with special thanks to our intrepid
jersey counter, Whit!)
e Eagles Jerseys: 2 (52 ea.)
e Patriots Jerseys: 24 (52 ea.)
e Other jerseys: 18 (S1 ea.)
The 2018 Jersey challenge raised
$70 for the Bar Harbor Food Pantry.
A solid score & a win for everyone !

Now for the Souper Bowl results:
BHUCC-338

St. Saviors-249

First Baptist- 113

Church of our Father-92
Thank to everyone for their work
and all of the congregations for
their generosity. — Andy Baron

Bar Harbor

Serving Hancock Since 1994

Helping at the Food Pantry
There is now a new way to
volunteer at the food pantry. Just
sighn up for any day online at
https://signup.barharborfoodpantry
.org/. (The final “’ Is part of the
address and must be used.) Please
contact Jenny Jones, 288-3375 with
any questions.

New Freezer for Backpack
Program Items

Thanks to a generous grant from
the Witham Family Foundation, the
MDI Backpack Program was able to
purchase an upright freezer to store
the large volume of frozen food
that’s used weekly.

Food Pantry

Open Table MDI
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BUILDING COMMUNITY,
ONE MEAL AT A TIME

The next Open Table MDI free
community  suppers are on
Tuesdays, March 13" and 20",
from 4-7pm at BHUCC. If you’d like
to help in any way, please sign up in
the parlor, see Kelly Roos, or email
opentablemdi@gmail.com. They’re
delicious, festive, and fun !
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