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Pastor’s Letter

In the eye of the storm

Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria;
Mexico’s earthquakes; fires in the
west; and flooding in Bangladesh.
These last several weeks have seen
incredible devastation and vast
suffering. Oh Lord.

My reactions swing from sadness to
powerlessness. | feel sad thinking
about what people — our far-away
neighbors — endure in the midst of
such disaster, and | feel sad seeing
how these disasters have affected
places that [I've visited and
cherished. And unlike the brave
mariners striking out to St. John
loaded with supplies from St. Croix,
| feel powerless to do much in the
face of enormous need.

And so | can easily end up feeling
numb. Like any of us, | get caught
up in the little struggles of life: the
demands of work and family, the
tensions in our community and our

country. It's all closer, more
immediate, more absorbing.

As with other types of grief, these
feelings — sadness, powerlessness,
numbness — are understandable.
We feel what we feel. We cope the
best we can.

But let’s remember: this is the world
of God’s redemption; this is the
world God chose to inhabit in Christ,
as messy and painful then as it is
now. This is the world still ripe with
promise and saturated with love.

Do this: pray. Yes that sounds pious
and ‘“futile,” but prayer changes
things. It opens our hearts; reveals
possibilities; begins to make “a way
out of no way;” and invites the
beacon and bell of God into the
dense fog of discouragement.

And then let’s see where it — and
God — might lead us.

Blessings and peace,

Rob
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Joyous Welcome

WonderDay on the lawn featured a delicious
luncheon and delightful conversation about
the importance of kindness.

Outward Journey

Music filled our church this summer, with the
Music Festival and Town Band. Here's our
brave Maestro, Brian Booher!
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THE SPIRIT’S PRESENCE AMONG US

WORSHIP STAFF GO FLY FISHING

Robin & Rob traveled to Grand Lake Stream
for a fun time of fly fishing. Lots of nibbles;
several strikes; and a few takes.

CHARGING BIKES AT CHURCH

Jon Archer built a great little bike rack that
also has a shielded outdoor plug that can
charge electric bikes. Great idea !

Joyous Welcome

New Nursery Co-Coordinators

Mari Strandoo Rodin

Mari, a sophomore at College of the
Atlantic, likes hiking, skiing,
traveling, and spending time with
her family. She has worked as a
nanny and in her church nursery
back home, and she is trained in
Safeguarding God’s Children and is
conversant with the Godly Play
(Worship Center) curriculum.

After graduating from high school in
Anacortes, Washington, Mari took a
gap year to travel, then attended
Montana State University before
transferring to COA last January. “I
love Bar Harbor, and | am so excited
to be a part of the church
community here.”

Sara Todd

A senior at MDI High School. Sara
loves singing in show choir, playing
volleyball, and hanging out with her
dogs in her spare time. You may
know her from her work as a
counselor at Camp Beech Cliff, and
she has also served as a Sunday

III

School helper at First Baptist.
hope to study pre-med or Biology
starting in 2018.”

2017 Window Insert Build
*

]

It’s Window Dressers time and we
need volunteers to help build
interior storm windows in the
church basement, October 5 - 14.
Shifts are 8am - 12noon, 1pm -
5pm, and Wednesday evening from
5-7pm.

We're also looking for volunteers to
provide food. It's a great time of
fellowship & service.

FMI contact Bradley Stager, 266-
7945, or bradley@dirigohome.com.

USAF Heritage Winds Concert

Heritage Winds, a woodwind
quintet of the US Air Force Heritage
of American Band, will play a free
concert on Thursday, October 19*,
at 7pm at our church. All are
invited to what will be an amazing
and inspiring evening.






