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Cornucopiae 

As I write this letter our church is 
filled with hundreds of Thanksgiving 
baskets: tons of food donated and 
collected by our neighbors, for our 
neighbors.  I’ve heard many 
comment that this project may be 
the highlight of their holiday season.  
It’s easy to see why. 

I don’t know exactly what heaven 
will be like, but I do know this: the 
kingdom of God, the “kin-dom” of 
God, is among us when the walls 
between us crumble: giver and 
recipient, “us” and “them.”  I see 
that happening in our sanctuary this 
week, as we are all caught up in the 
joyous flurry of community-in-
action.  Praises be ! 

So of course there’s a follow-up 
question.  What might we do to 
further this sense of all being in it 
together ?  That both hunger and 
abundance are “ours” ?  That we 

are not just one in the Spirit but one 
in the here-and-now ? 

Every week we pray our gratitude 
for God’s blessings – and we 
acknowledge that whatever we 
have, from freedom to abundance, 
from shelter to community, comes 
from beyond us.  We recognize the 
accidents of grace that make us who 
we are, and we see the accidents of 
misfortune that have brought 
suffering to so many of our 
neighbors, both near & far.  When 
the walls between us crumble, we 
live as Paul encouraged: “Rejoice 
with those who rejoice; weep with 
those who weep.” 

May our church and our 
congregation continue to do just 
that, during and after the holidays.   

Come, Emmanuel.  

Blessings, gratitude, and peace, 

Rob

 

 

Looking back: Grateful Praise 
From Veterans Day to the wonderful 
Thanksgiving basket project. 

  

 

Looking ahead:  Hope-ward 
Making lists & checking them at least twice; 
and a warm welcome to Rene Hudson ! 

Pastor’s Letter 
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THE SPIRIT’S PRESENCE AMONG US 

 

 

Birthday Gifts Feed Others  

For their birthdays, these two cousins asked 
their friends to bring donations for the MDI 
Backpack Program – and raised over $500 !  
Thanks so much, guys !! 

 

 

Local Students Create Beauty  

Students from Conners-Emerson, Mount 
Desert Elementary, and College of the Atlantic 
decorated hundreds of boxes and bags for the 
Thanksgiving basket project. 

Love in Action: Grateful Praise 

Our Veterans Day service this year 
included a fabulous luncheon hosted 
by MDI Hospital.  A delicious spread 
and a wonderful way to honor 
veterans in our community.  Thanks 
to Brenda Sprague and her team for 
putting it on ! 

 

This year’s Thanksgiving Basket 
Project was a huge success due to 
the overflowing love the MDI 
Community shares with friends and 
neighbors.  Folks were generous 
with food along with cash donations 
for turkeys and chickens.  The food 
was sorted right after church and it 
was WILD (& terrific fun, as 
always!). Nearly 800 cookies, baked 
by the Trenton Elementary School, 
were delivered. Sunday evening, 
138 large pumpkin pies came from 
the Morning Glory Bakery, and our 
own Cas Dowden baked more than 
125 pumpkin mini-pies. On Monday 
of Thanksgiving week, more than 35 
volunteers of all ages came to fill 
the baskets, shopping up and down 
the sanctuary aisles—it was a 
BLAST! West Side Food Pantry 
picked up 130 baskets that morning. 
On Tuesday, families arrived to pick 
up their meals and then head to 
Hannaford to pick up their turkeys 
and chickens. This year more than 
250 families received “baskets” full 
of all the fixings and it was 

extraordinary! I wish that each of 
you could have heard their 
greetings, “Thank you SO much!” 
and “Happy Thanksgiving!” as they 
left the church with armloads of 
food. Thank you, one and all! 

 
 

Our Christmas Giving Tree in the 
narthex (for the Maine Seacoast 
Mission Christmas Program) is 
decorated with gift tags for children 
of all ages. Take as many tags as you 
wish and return your unwrapped 
gift(s) under the tree by Sunday, 
December 18th. After then, gifts 
can be left at the church office or 
dropped off at the Maine Sea Coast 
Mission on West St. You may also 
make a financial contribution; 
checks are payable to the Maine 
Seacoast Mission (memo: Christmas 
Program) and can be brought to the 
church office. For more info call 
Karen McFarland at 288-5760.  
 

 

 

 

Hope-ward 

Looking back:  

Stewardship Update 

So far we have received 19 pledges 
totaling $49,196.  We’re on our way !  
If you haven’t done so already, you 
can place your pledge in the offering 
plate or bring it to the church office.  
Remember you can also go to the 
church website if you’d like to use our 
e-giving service. 



THE CHIMES BAR HARBOR CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC 

DECEMBER 2016  

3 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to our new Director of 
Christian Ed, Rene Colson Hudson 

Rene comes to us with extensive 
experience both in & beyond the 
local church: she has directed and 
promoted Christian Education since 
1991, working extensively with 
children, youth, and families, and 
she is an expert in contemplative 
spirituality.  She is the founding 
director of the Anam Cara Group, a 
spiritual direction and retreat 
practice.   While living in New 
Jersey, Rene served as a long-term 
care chaplain and Pastor, with 
ordination in the American Baptist 
Churches, USA.   Rene lives in Deer 
Isle, Maine; she and her husband 
Gordon have three daughters: 
Sophie, a first-year student at UMO; 
Anwen, a seventh-grader, and 
Hallie, who’s in sixth grade.  
Welcome, Rene and family ! 

 

Our annual Christmas Fair will be 
Wednesday, December 7, 2016 

from 10am ς 2pm. 

Here’s how you can help: 

¶ Bring in lightly-used goods 
for the Attic Treasures sale.  

¶ Finish your craft projects to 
add to the Handmade table. 

¶ Make pies, breads, granola, 
cookies, or candy. 

¶ Help serve our yummy Fair 
luncheon, or just come & eat ! 

¶ Set up after worship on Sunday, 
12/4, or take-down after the 
Fair, Wednesday, 12/7. 

¶ Buy / sell raffle tickets. 

 

Church Organization Study Group –
In view of some of the bottlenecks 
and challenges we’ve faced, the 
Church Council has voted to create 
a study group to explore a variety of 
organizational models and present 
alternatives to the congregation 
over the next couple of years.  Some 
members of last year’s ByLaws 
Committee have volunteered to 
continue on, but we are looking for 
a few more to join in.  We expect to 
meet twice a month and will keep in 
close touch with the congregation 
about our findings, our questions, 
our suggestions, and their concerns.  
For more info, or ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
join this passionate and dynamic 
group, contact Kathe Simons (244-
3207, or Kathe@simonshome.org) 
or contact Donna Beals (244-0491, 
or mommadonna1@gmail.com). 

FOLLOWING GOD’S CALL TO SERVE 

 
 

MDI Kids’ Craft Fair 
On Sunday, December 11th, from 1-3pm, 
our church will host a Kids’ Craft Fair.  
Kids are welcome to come & set up their 
tables to display and sell their handiwork, 
for a donation of $5 per child.  To sign up 
or for more information, email 
autumn@fourlittleowlsmaine.com. 

BHUCC Christmas Poinsettias 
This year’s order deadline is Sunday, 
December 13.  Plants are $20.00 each.  
Contact Roxie Brechlin at 288-4859, or 
the church office at 288-3280.  

Zen Meditation Group 
Every Monday evening, from 5:30 – 7:30, 
Laura Neal leads a Zen meditation and 
teaching session in our church parlor.  
Later this winter she and Pastor Rob plan 
on a series of conversations between 
Christianity and Buddhism, drawing from 
Thich Nhat Hanh’s book, Living Buddha, 
Living Christ.  More info to come. 

 
 

Veterans of the Cross offering 
Throughout December we will receive 
contributions for the UCC Christmas Fund 
(Veterans of the Cross), which assists low-
income retired church workers.  The 
church will match up to $200.  Thank you 
for your generosity !!  

 

Theology Pub coming again soon 
Theology Pub is open, honest, and 
respectful conversation; together we find 
common ground (and often common 
questions) with fellow travelers along our 
journey of faith.  The next Theology Pub 
will be Thurs., Jan. 5th, from 7 ς 8:30pm 
at Jim & Anna Brown’s Coach Stop Inn on 
Route 3.  Bring a beverage of your choice, 
and prepare to enjoy a wonderful evening 
of conversation and fellowship. 

 

Looking ahead:  

mailto:Kathe@simonshome.org
mailto:mommadonna1@gmail.com
mailto:autumn@fourlittleowlsmaine.com
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¶ December Tuesdays, 12pm: 
Advent Bible Study 

¶ Every Wed., 6pm: Choir 

¶ Every Friday: prayer @ 8am 

¶ Thurs. & Fri., Dec. 1st & 2nd 
BHUCC annual Living Nativity 

¶ Saturday, Dec. 3rd, 10a-12p 
Gingerbread House making 

¶ Wednesday, Dec. 7th, 10a-2p 
BHUCC Christmas Fair 

¶ Sunday, Dec. 11th, 1-3pm 
Kids’ Craft Fair at BHUCC 

¶ Sunday, Dec. 11th, 4pm 
BHUCC & Grinch @ Criterion 

¶ Wed., Dec. 14th, 4:30pm 
Longest Night Service @ St. 
Saviour’s Church 

¶ Sunday, December 18th 
Christmas Pageant / Music 
Festival during worship 

¶ Sunday, December 18th, 4pm 
Caroling on the green 

¶ Saturday, December 24th  
Christmas Eve worship 
services (4pm & 7pm) 

 

  

The Chimes 
Bar Harbor Congregational 

Church, UCC 

29 Mount Desert St. 
Bar Harbor, ME  04609   

(207) 288-3280 

www.barharborucc.org 

On Facebook: 
BarHarborCongregationalChurch 

  

an open & affirming 
congregation 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

The 2016 BHUCC Bed Race Team in action! 

http://www.barharborucc.org/

