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BAR HARBOR CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH:                        LOVE    IN    ACTION 
 IN THIS ISSUE: 

Which version of the Bible ? 

Several have mentioned that the 
version of the Bible which is read on 
Sundays is different from the Bibles 
in the pews.  Reactions vary from 
distraction to annoyance.  So I 
thought I’d take a few moments to 
discuss what goes into different 
versions & translations of the Bible. 

The Revised Standard Version (in 
our pews) was published in the mid-
1900’s and was a major English-
language work intended to retain 
many of the beautiful linguistic 
elements of the King James Version, 
while incorporating more recent 
Biblical scholarship and manuscripts 
in its translation.  Though not 
without controversy, it quickly 
became a significant ecumenical 
Bible, spanning the Catholic and 
Protestant traditions. 

In 1989 the New Revised Standard 
Version (on our lectern) was 
published, and it included additional 

Biblical research and sources (such 
as the Dead Sea Scrolls), along with 
gender-inclusive and non-archaic 
language.  The NSRV, too, evoked 
controversy and is widely accepted 
throughout mainline Protestantism 
and authorized for private use by 
Catholics. 

We cherish our Bibles as much as 
our hymnals.  Their articulation of 
our faith – “The Lord is my 
shepherd” – sings and sustains 
God’s grace in our lives.  At the 
same time, new (or less familiar) 
linguistic expressions can open 
doors of understanding, as we have 
discovered each week in our 
Tuesday noontime Bible studies.   

How about you ?  What encourages, 
and what detracts from, your 
engagement with God’s word ?  
Let’s talk about it ! 

Blessings and peace, 

Rob

 

 

Looking back: Resounding Joy 
Our church fills with the grace of music and 
the consolation of prayer.  Together we 
receive, cherish, and share the renewing 
presence of God. 

 

 

Looking ahead:  Sharing Warmth 
The Saucy September challenge; the MDI 
Window Insert Building Project; the second 
annual all-church picnic, and much more. 

Pastor’s Letter 
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THE SPIRIT’S PRESENCE AMONG US 

 
 

Summer Sunday School & VBC 

Learning the stories of God’s love for us, and 
sharing that love through joyful service. 

 
 

Camp Beech Cliff Baking Camp 
A delicious culinary partnership this summer. 

 

 

Lobster Fishing off Islesford 
Richelsie & Shenay-Love learn the ropes with 
Capt. Alley’s teenage sternman. 

Love in Action: Resounding Joy 
 

 
We welcomed Institution Univers 
students Richelsie Felix and Shenay-
Love Mondestin to our church 
family for two weeks in August !  
They had an amazing experience 
exploring life on MDI. 
 

From Haiti Team 2016 member 
Sharon Grubb, who works at the 
MDI Hospital Lab: 

We looked at normal blood under 
the microscope and learned about 
platelets and white & red blood 
cells.  Then we looked at some 
abnormal blood cells.  We typed a 
patient’s blood (O positive) and 
even watched a phlebotomist 
draw my blood !  We met lab staff 
and talked about how to pursue 
degrees and employment in 
medical technology.  

Thanks to everyone who helped 
make their visit so unforgettable ! 

 

The girls enjoyed  a French-interpreted 
Acadia hike with Haiti 2016 Team 

member Joan Furnari (center). 

 
This bakery delivery vehicle was funded in 

part by our Friends of Haiti project. 

 

 
Some incredible art from the Haitian art & 

crafts sale. 

 

Joyous budding artists at our Friends of 
Haiti Paint & Sip at the Mission, led by our 

own incredibly talented Amanda Beals. 

 

 
Pastor Rob starts his swim on Long Pond 

to raise money for Friends of Haiti. 
 

TOTAL FUNDS RAISED for  

BHUCC Friends of Haiti: 

$5200+ 

Looking back:  
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Sharing Warmth 
 

ALL-CHURCH UCC PICNIC 

Sunday, Sept.  11 th  

12:30 ð 3pm 

Harbor Ridge Resort,  

Freeman Road, SW Harbor  

Bring a salad to share  

 

 

Community Gathering 
for Remembrance & 
Reflection  on 9/11  

Sunday, Sept.  11 th   4pm 

St. Saviourõs Church 

 
 

 

WindowDressers insulating window 
inserts are custom built wood 
frames wrapped in clear drum-tight 
polyolefin film. They cost about $21 
per window, and the fuel savings go 
on for years.  Special income-based 
pricing is available.  To order 
window inserts or to volunteer for 
the MDI Community Build (which 
will take place in the Fellowship 
Hall October 5-14), call 596-3073, 
or go to http://windowdressers.org. 

 

Ladies' Night Out  

Tuesday,  Sept. 27 th , 5:30pm  

YOU are invited to an evening of 
fun, socialization, and great food on 
Tues., Sept. 27, 2016, at 5:30 PM at 
the Asticou Inn in Northeast 
Harbor.  The menu will be like our 
May dinner (popover, cup of tomato 
bisque or garden salad, chicken or 
pasta (vegetarian) entree, ice cream 
with sauce, coffee/tea/non-
alcoholic beverage) with tax, tip, 
and all included for $28.  We'll also 
have an entertaining raffle and an 
important business meeting, so we 
hope many of you can come! 

Sign up in the parlor indicating your 
choice of chicken or pasta, or email 
Jan Varnum at 1janetva@gmail.com 
before Sept. 16.  Alternatively, call 
288-3857 between 6-9 PM. 

 

 

 

The MDI Backpack Program 
continues this fall in collaboration 
with local schools and other area 
churches and organizations.  Ways 
you can help: 

- Contribute food (“easy mac” 
mac n cheese, ready-to-eat soups, 
granola bars, applesauce, or little 
boxes of raisins) 
- volunteer the first Friday of each 
month (8:30am) @ BHUCC 
- sponsor a student: $25 for 1 
month, or $250 for the year. 

FOLLOWING GOD’S CALL TO SERVE 

 
 

Saucy September 
Pasta Sauce 

Challenge 

Bring cans & jars of pasta sauce to church 
by September 11th to help the Bar Harbor 
Food Pantry and our neighbors.  

 

E-giving Update 

 

If you would like to contribute 
electronically towards God’s work in our 
church and our community (in fulfillment 
of your stewardship pledge), please talk 
with Paul in the office, or go on our 
website and click on “Giving to the 
church.”  It’s easy, and it helps ensure a 
steady stream of income to support our 
programs & services.   

 
 

 

Outreach 
Sunday Fruit 
Festivals 
 

¶ Apple Festival, September 11th 

¶ Pumpkin Festival, October 23rd 

¶ Cranberry Festival, Nov. 13th  

If you’d like to bring something made with 
the fruit of the month, just do it !  Your 
culinary contributions are deliciously and 
gratefully welcome. 

Looking ahead:  

http://windowdressers.org/
mailto:1janetva@gmail.com
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¶ Every Tuesday: 
noontime Bible Study 

¶ Every Friday: morning prayer 
@ 8:15am 

¶ Sunday, Sept.  11th: 
MDI UCC All-Church Picnic @ 
Harbor Ridge (12:30-3pm) 

¶ Sunday, Sept.  11th: 
Community Gathering for 
Remembrance & Reflection 
on 9/11 @ St. Saviour’s (4pm) 

¶ Sunday, Sept.  18th:  
Apple Festival Coffee Hour 

¶ Thurs., Sept. 22nd @7:30pm 
Theology Pub @ Lompoc  

¶ Friday, Sept. 23 to Sunday  
Sept. 25th @ Pilgrim Lodge 
Women’s Autumn Weekend 

¶ Tues., Sept. 27th: @7:30am 
Men’s Breakfast at Jordan’s 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The Chimes 
Bar Harbor Congregational 

Church, UCC 

29 Mount Desert St. 
Bar Harbor, ME  04609   

(207) 288-3280 

www.barharborucc.org 

On Facebook: 
BarHarborCongregationalChurch 

 

  

an open & affirming 
congregation 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Memorial Garden at Institution Univers, Ouanaminthe, 
Haiti, designed by Haiti Team member Scott Riddell. 

 

http://www.barharborucc.org/

