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Pastor Rob’'s Message

Comfort ye my people

In the aftermath of the Paris attacks and other
recent terrorist atrocities, and as the holiday
season rushes upon us, the gap yawns wider
between the way we want things to be, and the
way things actually are. Instead of feeling
grounded or hopeful, instead of feeling
magnanimous and generous, we can pull back,
reinforce our walls, and attempt to buffer
ourselves from the complexity and suffering in
the world. Understandably.

Nearly 3000 years ago, during the time of the
Book of Isaiah (from the 8th into the 6th
centuries, BCE), the Hebrew people suffered
under Assyrian conquest and later under
captivity and exile in Babylon. Their oppression
was real; their despair crippling. Their hope in
God's deliverance flickered dimly. Theirs wasn't
just a well-stoked, media-fueled sense of
existential angst and fear; their worst fears had
already come true. Eagerly they looked for a
light to shine in their darkness.

Several of our beloved Advent Scriptures come
from the Book of Isaiah: "The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light."
And "Surely God is my salvation; [ will trust, and
will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my

strength and my might." And "Comfort, O
comfort my people, says your God. ... A voice
cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of
the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway
for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and
every mountain and hill be made low; the
uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together.'"

We too live in dark times: "fightings and fears,
within, without." Compounded by our seasonal
rhythms of light and dark, and the underbelly of
the holidays which can bring even more sadness
and anxiety, we might fairly say we live in exile
from the life and land we know to be our true
home.

In whatever measure this rings true for you, my
prayer for us all is that Isaiah's words, and this
time of Advent preparation for the good news of
Christ's birth, may shine brightly as beacons of
hope amidst the fearsome shadows. "Arise,
shine, for thy light is come !" (Isaiah 60:1)

With hope, peace, love, and joy,

Rob
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EVER WONDERNILL THERE BE CHURCH TODAY ??

As winter approaches, we are eager to do everything we can to ensure the safety of our
congregation should ice and snow make travel (whether driving or walking) treacherous. So
here are a few things to keep in mind:

1 Ifin doubt, stay safely at home . God will still love you, and so will we. Ifyouneed
practical assistance ofanykind7EAAOh xAOAOh & T Ah AOA8h bl AA
work together to find a way to help.

1 If we need to cancel Sunday worship or another churc h activity , we will:
a) send an email to everyone in the church for whom we have email addresses;

b) post a notice on the WABI cancellation listandT T OEA AEOOAE30O &AAAA]
c) change the church answering machine message to reflect any cancellations.

Please consult any or all of these sources to confirm whether or not worship or a church activity
will still happen. We will do our best to post notices by 7am on Sunday morning. And if you're

still not sure, please call Pastor Rob directly at 244-0446 or 266-9026.

FYI: we are working to develop ways to gather through online meeting formats like Skype or )
Zoom. Stay tuned for updatesonthath AT A 1 AO O0AOOT O 2 ilphwitliethid x E & Ul

Let's have a joyous and safe winter !



HELPING HANDS

Here 1Is this mont ho6s newscemberismmgnthofr Ou't
giving, and this monthds outreach acti v
a Blessed Christmas and a Happy and tHgdllew Year. Thank you for your

support.

g Our Christmas Giving Tree Is Up and Shining!

Our Christmas Giving Tree for tidaine Sea Coast Mission Christmas
Project in the narthex is lighted and decorated with gift tags for children of
all ages. Pleasedl free to take as many tags as you wish and return your
unwrapped gift(s) under the trbg Sunday, December 22ndPlease DO

NOT WRAP the gifts since they will be taken to the Maine Sea Coast
Mission and prepared for distribution on Monday, Ded! a6d23¢. Late

gifts can be left at the church office or dropped off at the Maine Sea Coast
Mission on West St. You may make a financial contribution if that is more
convenientchecks are to be made payable to the Maine Sea Coast Mission
and on the memorie: Christmas Program and given to an Outreach member or the church
office. Call Karen McFarland at 288760with anyquestionsabout the Christmas Program.

0 SYRIAN REFUGEE BENEFIT RAISES $35007 THANK YOU!

Dear Kathe, Al, Rev. Benson and all of youlrst Bar Harbor Congregational Church,

We are so grateful for your help in passing the word about the
Syrian Refugee Benefit on Saturday, Nov. 7 at the BH
Congregational Churcland for lending the name of the Bar Harbor
Congregational Church as a spanfaw this worthwhile event.

Almost 100peopleattendedand we received donations of
$3500.00 for thé&JSA for UNHCR (the UN refugee
agency);Doctors without Borders; IRC (International Rescue
Committee); andCatholic Charities of Maine (the US State Depagency charged with
resettlement of refugees).

If by any chance someone at the church or in your circle of contacts expressed interest in giving,
please ask them to make a check payable to one of the above four agencies and mail them

to Acadia Friends Meeting at PO Box 21, Bar Harbor, ME 04609.The Meeting Treasurer, Dr.
Dean Booher will gratefully receive your check and pass it on to the appropriate agency. Do not
make checks payable to Acadia Friends Meeting, pleHsere is still time to give!

All of the four groups listed above accept online donations if donors prefer that method.
Thank you so very much!

Carol Woolman



g THANKSGIVING BASKETPROJECT

The 2015 Thanksgiving Basket Project ma@e it possible for more than

241 families to enjoy a delcious holiday feast!A special thank you to all who
helped to collect food, pick up food at collection spots, decorate bags and bo
sort food, pack the Oo6baskets, 06 andgagh A t h di
who donated cash, food, and time to thggm A million thanks to our own
Cas Dowden who baked 100 pumpkin peesd b Morning Glory Bakery who
donatedt 50 pies. Thanks also to Gai l
the HUGE carrots and potatoesd to the Somesville Union Meeting House ..,......
who donated 250 bags of stuffing. Collections were set up in arde pthe MDI Hospltahndthe
Har bor Ho u sCenteCAnd dnak again, the Bar Harbor Harordfassisted with ordering
hundred of chickens and turkeys! Thanks to all of those whamay have forgotten to mention.
Gobble, gobble!

g HAITI MISSION TRIP 216 UPDATE

g The Haiti Mission Teamwill hold a planning meeting on

Saturday, December 5 from 8 to 10 AMA very special thank

you toJan Varnum who was able to secure the donation ofen

than a dozen Alpha Smart keyboards fromG@o@nersEmerson

School These portable, battepowered, woreprocessing
keyboards will be refurbished and taken to the school in Haiti for use by upper grade students as
they prepare to take the TOEFL (TesEnglish as a Foreign Language). Each keyboard runs for
as many as 700 hours on just two small batteries. We may purchase a few more used Alpha Smart
keyboards; these will be a huge help to the school in Ouanaminthe!

COFFEE NOW AVAILABLE IN HOLIDAYIES BAGS

Q¢

Thankyou for supporting our Haiti Mission Trip by buying deliciouscoffee.
We continue to sell Singing Rooster Haitian Coffee during coffee hour each we
Come see us! We will hawpecial holiday gift bags of coffee availablior

purchasetrugh December. Wedl | al so sell
bags make great hostess and holiday gifts as well as super stocking stuffers!

at

#1 &&%%63 /. (!3 2%35- %% !4 -1)

(@]

822 A Coffee House for seniors is held on thiet and third Tuesdays of the

winter months from 9:30 11:30 AM. Transportation is available; please call
our church office or Island Connections. This is a wonderful gathering of
folks to get out during the winter months to make new friends, and to enjoy a
cup ofcoffee or tea, baked goodies and fruit, a board game, live music, and
great conversation. See you there!




g Backpack program : GREAT NEWS !

The Backpack Program was awarded a

significant grant from the Stround Fund of

the Parish of St Mary and St Jude in the
Northeast Harbor. This seed grant will help _ ) &4 ‘
ensure that we are able to provide food = S 2ol pdies
packages each week to nearly 30 local =5 Program
students throughout the school year, and

launch us into next year with confidence.

We also had a wonderfully successful and fun funaiiser at Side Street Café IOver $2000

was raised, and Trivia Night teams were spawned in fierce but friendly competition. A special
thanks to Jeni & Jeff Young, Brenda Fernald, and Andrea Gerrish for putting on such a fantastic
event.

[tems still needed for the backpack program:
V  Mac and cheese (both individual and reg boxes)
V  Canned fruit Z individual serving sizes only

V  Chicken noodle & vegetable beef canned soup

Thank you for your generous contributions,both financial and in-kind donations of food

Note: Because of the opportunity to buy food at cost from several sources, cash donations are
particularly helpful For example, for the cost of ap&ck of juice boxes thgou might buy at

the supermarket, we could purchase DOZENS of juice boxes.

KITCHEN

The Hospitality Committee has been busy cleaning and organizing the downstairs kitchen.

A number of assorted containers and dishes without names orhthenbeen placedylithe sigaup
board in the church parloiPlease check to see if any of the items belong to yaw.Dec. 8th any
items that have not barescued will be donated the Attic Treasures for the Christmas Fair



CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Chil dr enb6s Cwonderullandmigue expesiahce auring the Fall Trimester. Our kids have
engaged in a variety of lessons including learning about the symbols throughout our tobwrtzh,
folowJesus even when we are scared, and hows t o he
circumstanceslt was incredible to see their growth and learning during the past 3 months.

Although the children have enjoyed their time together as a large group, themaaasfor spiritual

growth with peers of their similar agéwould like to make an appeato those of you who have

never served downst ai Tesachdrsaffectetarsty; doeome cantebwhére | | o wi
their influence stopé.

This simple quote is one | would like us all to reflect on. Our children are our grieapesat

strengthening our church for posterits their world evolves and changes at a rapid pace, one thing
remains constanour love and commitment to their education in Christ. Therefore, if you have

ever been influenced by a teacher, | ask tbatgonsider lending some of your time teaching our

chil dren dur i n gAsGéduotedstatesnvzesnaydibt see thdimmediate effects of our
teachings and care, but they definit ktagest ake h
me with any questions or simply to explore your interest in teaching Sunday School !

As the year comes to a close, | would like to send a special thank you to Doug McMinimy for stepping
into the role of Chaiof the Christian Ed Boarfbr the past yeaHis calm presence and fresh ideas
were very welcome to the board. We will miss you and your family dearly!

- Amanda Beals

A collection of boxes ready for Thanksgiving !
Photo by Cherie Weed



ANNUAL LIVING NATIVITY

TheBar HarborCongregationaChurchwill offer ouranrual Living Nativity to the community
on the eveningsof Thursday, December 3 at 6-7:20 pm and Friday, December4™ 7-
8:20pm. F r i dpaegebtatiorwill co-ordinatewith the Bar Harbor Chamberof Co mme r
A Mi d nMadnbs® This event,depictingthe biblical charactersat the time of the birth of
Jesuswill takeplaceon the churchsteps. At least60 volunteersareneededor the two nights
sowe needyour help! Sign-up sheetsare in the parlor.

Participantsare askedto be at the church5:15pmon Thursdayand 6:15pmon Friday. Dress
warmly. The massivesizecostumesit overmostwinter Jackets.D o nwitry aboutsupperas
hot soup,cocoa,andsandwichesvill be available. Newcomergo our churchandfriendsin the
communityarewelcomedto join in. Stopfor afew momentsduring your Holiday activitiesto

ponderthe true meaningof Christmas. This is our 42" year! ContactNormaSpurlingat 266-

0459or vintagelady@roadrunner.coifnyou haveany questions.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

We are makinggoodprogress toward ouR016pledge goal of $87,500!
Monetary pledge cards, as well as time and talent psedge available in the Narthex.
Place your completed pledge csind the offering plate on Sunday morning, lgriihto the
church office, or mail it to the church.

Please see our Church Treasurer Scott Hammond if you have any questions.

Advent Bible Study

Starting December 3rd, and continuing every Thursday in Advent, at 12noon, at the
church: A Bible Study for everyone! Let's explore the Scriptures together - bring a lunch
and enjoy a time of fellowship as well. Everyone is welcome. Contact Pastor Rob with
any questions.



mailto:vintagelady@roadrunner.com

Y o wuedust received’he Chimesnd realize thermual church fairs near! Oh no!

But

t ehcenflie i gour schedulen Decembr 9th between 10 am and 2 pm!!

You ask:HOW CANI STILL BE PART OF IT???

Like the song says "Don't you fret and don't you frowricuz anyone can come Fairound *..."

YOU CAN....

Q¢ Q¢ «Qc (Q Q¢

[(®]

(Q Q¢

Tell all you friends to come(andinstruct them to bringpack something yummy).

Help set upon Sunday, December 6th after the worship serVideadat of fun transforming
the building to fair mode!

Donate a variety of individual sodagcola, non cola, diet, regular) for a total of 7@kt a
buddy to help strein this projectand bring the sodas to the Kitchen by TuesBegember
8th.

By Tuesday, Decendp 8,l0an a coolefs)with ice inside that will hold 72 sodas cold. (Don't
forget to reclaim the coolers from the downstairs Kitchen the next time yoe tcoomurch

after the Fair).

Donate some Attic Treasuredy bringing them in with you to chein on SundayDecember
6th, oranytimebeforeDecember 9th, Fair Day. Call the church office if you want help
unloading. Storage is at the rear of the church lwadk for the sign!

There is still time talonate a handmade itenfor the Gifts Take, yummy baked goods, or
homemade jelly or jam.

You could sell or buy a raffle ticketin advance of Fair Day.

Volunteer on December 13th after worshipservice to help g out any leftover soup (frozen
on fair day) at the Coffee Hour. It will be bight upin containers from the downstairs kitchen
freezer. Any donations can be added to the funds raised at the fair. All soup antgibd
disbursed/eaten/claimed and OUfTthe church by the end of coffee hour that Sunday.

Call Deb Wade (28®8951) or NancyHowland (2884635) if you need morn@aformation.

*with apologies to honest lyricists everywhere



ALONG THE JOURNEY

O Come O Come Emmanuel

| love hymns in a minor key. | lowdat mournful yearning sound. Advent is a time of mournful

yearning for God and that is exactly why | love it. It is like sinking into a favorite movie or book (or a
Good Book, evené) and all owing mysel fthaves f eel
return Darcyds | ove? Will the Apoll o 13 crew ¢

The spiritual pradte of sinking into the Advenburney where | am looking for Christ in our world

and yearning for a closer relationshipiwiod can feel scary. It is unfortunately all too easy to find

places in our world where God is needed. Itis easy to find places in myself where God is needed.
Advent is a time for me to go there and try to understand that basic need for Godinei$on

singing mournful hymns, feeling that aching ne:¢
you! o0 to God.

But what makes this all bearable is thg
| do know how the story ends. | can
go to those dark places, because |
already know thalesus was born.
Perhaps through my yearning and
seeking in Advent | can start to see
God and Jesus in new and surprising
places where | least expected, the
insanity of Christ as an infant in a
smelly dirty barn. God chose to come
to the world in a smalind weak way.
God continues to come into the world
in ways that we might overlook.
Advent is a time to start the search b
with the safety net of knowing I will
find God. God is already here with us
literally Emmanuel.

LOVIE

- Cristy Benson

About Chimes Devotional writings

The Deacons are looking for twelve people to contribute a devotion or just write
briefly about why church is important to them. So, if you are willing to submit an
article once a year or even just once, please contact me or any of the Deacons.

, A @@ €ogether to make the CHIMES reflect how God is at work in our lives!
- Cindy Fox




€CEMBER
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December Birthdays

1 Peighton Skeate
1 Dannie Bickford
2 Michael Breen
2 Patrick Breen

4 Eric Kelley

4 Terrance Kelley
6 Bill Fuller

6 Jefferson Hobbs
11 Beth Paradis
11 Mary Elizabeth Kelley
12 David Blaney
12 John Collier

14 Linda Kelley

15 Fran Fry

18 lan Hepburn

18 Deb Wade

18 Mark Reece

19 Isabella Wellman-Webster
20 Kelsey Mills

21 Will Renault

23 Tom Shea

24 Gwen Stager
27 Mary Drury

27 Dean Bryer

31 Michael Blaney
31 Eve Moore

Sunday Worship
Contributors

Liturgists-

6: Andy Baron
13: Joan Carey
20:

27

Flowers —
6: Mark and Stephanie
Kelley Reece
13: Linda and Terry Kelley
20: Poinsettias
27: Poinsettias

Home Bible Readings
6 Malachi 3:1-4

Luke 1: 68-79
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

13 Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

20 Micah 5:2-51
Psalm 80:1-7
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-55

27 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

Coffee Hosts -
6:

13:

20:

27:



This calendar is current as of Nov 25. For the most current information, click here.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat.
1 2 3 4 5
Cof f e e | Christian Ed. | AdventBible Haiti Team
At Seacoast Board 5:30 Study 12:00 Living 8:00 AM
g{'é%sf& BHCC Choir Living Na.t|V|ty Gingerbread
6:00 pm Nativity 5:.00 Houses
5:00 10:00 AM
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Worship Service Christmas Advent Bible
10:00 AM Fair 10:00 Study 12:00
PPRB 11:30 am BHCC Choir Church
Confirmation 6:00 pm Council
Meeting 11:45 am 5:30 pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Canned Fruit Coffee CHIMES Advent Bible
Challenge At Seacoast ARTICLES Study 12:00
) ) Mission DUE
Worship Service 9:30 AM
10:00 AM Cug SCkOUt BHCC Choir
ac 6:00 pm
meeting Outreach P
7:30 pm
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Worsh_lp Service BHCC Choir | Christmas
10:00 AM 6:00 pm Eve
: Worship
Caroling on the ) h
Green 4:00 4:00 & 7:00
27 28 29 30 31

Worship Service
10:00 AM



https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=o27oskarlg9rtm2kk79llc2n10@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/New_York

Bar Harbor Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

29 Mount Desert Street

Bar Harbor, ME, 04609

(207) 288-3280
www.barharborucc.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

1 Living Nativity
December 3 and 4"

1 Advent Bible Study
December 3, 10" and 17"

1 Annual Church Fair
December 9", 10am to 2pm

1 Canned Fruit Challenge
December 13"

i Caroling on the Green
December 20", 4:00pm

Richard Rechholtz, proud grandfather to 9 Christmas Eve Worship

Royce Richard Rechholtz, baptized th 4. _
November 1, 2015 December 24", 4:00 & 7:00pm

Please check the Calendar on page 10 for church meetings, and the BHUCC website and Weekly
Messenger for updates and current listings.

#BLESSED tem from BHUCC race down Cottage Street during the annual Bar Harbor Bed Races.
Photo: Carrie Jones



