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From the Pastor:

There is something in the air, isn’t there? No, I
don’t mean a funny smell or a lingering melody.
It’s the feeling of the autumn season. There’s
nothing quite like it in New England. When I lived
in western New York, autumn would arrive slowly
and with the accompanying fanfare of ripening
grapes and apples. The air was alive with the
fragrance of the season. Since coming to Maine, |
have noticed that autumn comes early and makes its
presence known while we are still in summer. You
know what I mean. One day it is warm, sunny and
humid and the next day the air holds the crisp
promise of golden fall days. Just last week I
enjoyed the warm, sunny days and the cool crisp
mornings and evenings. Just think: all in one day
we in Maine experience two seasons!

Every year I say that the leaves are turning early.
I think that’s because I am never quite prepared for
the change when it comes. Autumn is my favorite
season of the year. Her bright colors, reddening
apples and crunchy leaves underfoot are such
delights to the senses, don’t you think? While some
may think of autumn as the harbinger of winter, I
see this colorful season as a time of change and a
shift in God’s gifts to us.

I have learned that I am a person who thrives on
change. The best times of year, to me, are spring
and fall, the changeling seasons. I do my best and
most creative thinking when the ground is shifting
under me and my presuppositions are flying off in
all directions. When a new, clean wind blows, I
find myself opening and responding to the new
possibilities. Perhaps I welcome change because, in
my experience, change has been good. I know that
is not true for everyone.
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However, I am intrigued by the mental processes,
new appreciations and unlimited possibilities that
come with change.

In the Scriptures, Jesus often does a new thing or
speaks in new ways of what the disciples think they
know, challenging them to see things in a different
light and leave the comfort of the places with which
they are so familiar. Many of Jesus’ teachings help
us to see that God does not operate in the ways of
human beings. Jesus is constantly reminding us that
faith in God allows us to see with new eyes, even
when we are looking at the same old scenery.
When God first breathed His own Spirit into us,
God was setting the scene for the winds of change
and growth. People of faith are people attuned to
growth and change. That’s just the way it is.

As we begin our “new year” and look to the
ministry that is before us, I am convinced that I can
sense God’s Spirit blowing among us, encouraging
us to reach out and embrace new possibilities and
occasions for growth and outreach. Whether it is
the new adult Christian education classes, a budding
men’s ministry, a fresh focus on stewardship or the
new and expanding challenges of youth ministry,
we are called to think with minds open to God’s
will and hearts eager to embrace the winds of
change as, together, we serve God in this place. We
have a revitalized building, a faithful and committed
staff and a wonderful congregation all in place for
the days ahead.

I feel the ground shifting beneath my feet and the
fresh winds of the Spirit dancing around my head.
I’'m ready to do some creative thinking. Will you
come along?

Sandra M. Reed



A WORD OF CAUTION

The balcony in our sanctuary, as you may have
noticed, has an awfully low barrier. While the
Trustees try to find an effective and aesthetic
way to deal with this potentially hazardous
situation, the Deacons would like to make a
request of our worshiper.

Please do not take young children upstairs to
sit in the balcony during worship or allow them
to play in the balcony at any time. The
Deacons feel that there is the possibility of a
child leaning too far over the edge of the
balcony. We certainly want to avoid that
situation.

On most Sundays there is plenty of room
downstairs in the sanctuary. If you should
arrive with your children and the downstairs
area is crowded, please see a Deacon and he
or she will find a safe, comfortable place for
you and your family to sit.

Also, if adults sit in the balcony, please do not
place any items on the front barrier, as it is
quite easy for them to fall down into the
sanctuary.

Finally, if you have a creative solution to this
problem, please contact Earl Brechlin, Chair of
the Trustees, or Sandra Reed with your ideas.

Thank you for your help and cooperation in this
matter.

Blessing of the Animals

The Annual Blessing of the Animals will take
place on Sunday, October 15 at 3:00 PM at the
church. (Please note the correction to last
month’s newsletter.) We hope you will come
with your pets so that they may be blessed in
the tradition of St. Francis of Assisi. All pets, of
any persuasion, are welcome, provided that
they are under the control of their family. If you
have any questions, please contact Sandra
Reed at 288-3280.

Men's Ministry

Over the next several months we would like
to explore the possibility of beginning a Men’s
Ministry.  We will begin with a process of
evaluation and design of this ministry within the
church. | believe we have a very strong body
of committed Christian men within this
congregation and | believe that we can help
grow the body of Christ. The ministry will seek
to provide and environment in which men can
seek to be challenged by the power of God.
We would seek to become more spiritually
awake and more active in our faith, in essence,
disciples and workers in the church. We would
become ministers in our community.

The first step in this ministry would be to
define our purpose. God desires us to follow
the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20).
Jesus calls us to make disciples by sharing His
message. In Ephesians 4:11-13, Paul teaches
that God gives some people special abilities to
equip others for works of service. Leaders,
then, are called to equip people so that they
can do the work of the ministry and mature and
become all that God is calling them to be.

If you would like to be part of this formation
process to develop a Men’s Ministry action
plan, please contact Dusty Warner (244-9288)
or Tim Smith (288-2509) or speak with us at
church on Sunday mornings.

Dusty Warner, Assistant Pastor

ADULT CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

Don’t forget that we are now offering Adult
Christian Education on Sunday mornings at 8
AM and on Tuesday evenings at 7 PM. If you
are interested in learning more about the Bible
and growing in your faith, please join us for one
of these classes each week. The same lesson
will be offered at each class, so if you miss
one, you can “catch up” with the other one. If
you have any questions, please speak with
Sandra Reed.



Choir
Notes

Our Alleluia Choir, the Cherub Choir, and youth
from the community, moved many of us to
tears when they sang The Tale of the Three
Trees on Rally Day Sunday, September 10.
Thanks to all these wonderful kids, their
parents, and Doug McMinimy! A song from
their performance follows:

“A Prayer for Tomorrow”
from The Tale of the Three Trees

“‘Dreams, we all have dreams

What we can be, What we can do

Lord, with all we are, we pray that our dreams
will lead us, will lead us to you

“See our hands, what will they make Lord
See our feet, where will they run

See our hearts, who will they love Lord
See our lives, they’ve just begun

“In our eyes, You see tomorrow

On that day, one thing we know

There’s a dream from One who loves us
That is greater than our own”

While discussing the meaning of this cantata
with the youth who were to perform it, God
reminded me just how many blessings He has
given to me. As in the cantata storyline, | had
plans (and even a timeline) set out for my life,
often forgetting that God’s plan would be far
superior to anything | ever projected.

The blessings that have accompanied His plan
for me are numerous and include the following
recent ones:

*Our Alleluia Choir has once again expanded
and now has 15 members! We welcome Kirstin
DiMauro, Pierce DiMauro, Bryce DiMauro,

Nathan Vonder Haar, and Hannah Paradis as
our newest singers.

*Working with Doug McMinimy has been a
huge blessing. He and | are now planning a
special Christmas cantata that will include even
more youth from the community...mark your
calendars for the Christmas Festival this year,
probably on December 10.

*Our Adult Choir has also grown and we
welcome Kathie and Ashley Diman to our
soprano section.

On Saturday, September 16, many members
of the Adult Choir, along with Sandra and Wally
Reed, braved potholes, the Waldo-Hancock
bridge, and excruciatingly long directions to
attend a BBQ at “Haller’'s Heaven,” our home in
Monroe. Sandra said a prayer of blessing for
our home and it was a very special day for Karl
and me; thank you to all who came and to
Sandra for the blessing.

Faithfully yours,

Kimberly Haller

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION

Everyone is invited to a very special Birthday
Open House on Saturday, October 7, 2004 at
the Rhinehart Pavilion to honor two very
special ladies: Florence Ames and Bea Lou
Horner, both of whom are members of our
church. The open house is being held from
noon until 3 PM, so please drop by to offer
your birthday wishes to our dear friends. Don’t
miss this very special occasion!

September 2 - Sarah Jantz and James
Lorenzen

September 22 - Tamahina Melecio and Paul
Pruneau



Rehearsal Photos for The
Tale of the Three Trees

Fun time before rehearsals

Thumbs up to Maestro,
Doug McMinimy

Hours of rehearsal made for an awesome
performance




From the Church Office

Autumn has always been my favorite time of
year. | love the cooler weather (much to the
chagrin of my wife who grew up in warmer
climes), and the fall colors. From my wonderful
new view of the town green, | can see the
volume of tourist traffic decline - a sad
reminder that we’ll soon be saying a temporary
good-bye to folks who are here for the summer
months only.

For many of us, this time of year also marks a
shift from summer activites to the more
structured routine of the rest of the year. The
church calendar is filling up with committee
meetings, rehearsals, and other events, and
it's wonderful to be a part of such a vibrant faith
community. As things get busy in the church
building, it becomes important that all the
events get listed on the calendar in the office —
otherwise scheduling conflicts can (and
occasionally do) occur.

If you are planning an event, or if you have to
make a change to the schedule of a regularly
occurring event, please be sure to contact the
office to make updates to the church calendar.
Also, if you order supplies or materials to be
delivered to the church, please let me know.
Otherwise, when things do arrive, | don’t
always know whom to notify.

Looking forward to a terrific new ‘year’
Paul Dickson

Baptisms
September 3, 2006

Avery Marie Skinner, Daughter of Melissa Skinner
and William Skinner.

Elizabeth Alexandra Pollard, Daughter of Lindsay
Pollard and Nicholas Pollard.
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at Rome, he wrote, “| appeal to you, brothers
and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by
the love of the Spirit, to join me in earnest
prayer to God on my behalf, that | may be
rescued from the unbelievers in Judea, and
that my ministry to Jerusalem may be
acceptable to the saints, so that by God’s will |
may come to you with joy and be refreshed

in your company” (Romans 15:30-32, NRSV).

Encourage your pastor by assuring him or her
of your prayers and love.
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

1 Ann Lee

3 James Campbell

4 Eleanor Tabb

5 Kiristie Rechholtz
5 Barbara Schanck
8 Thomas Hobbs

9 Marcia Leithauser
13 Robert Brown

13 Shelby Lynn O’Neil
16 Charles Benore

16 Dorothy White

16 Boynton Stanley
16 Fred Olson

17 Ruth B. Keene

18 Sarah Ann Stonehouse
19 Jeffrey Davis

20 Martha Mendis

21 Elizabeth Wallingford
21 Evan Beals

22 Janet Hamel

22 Deborah Dyer

22 Robert Gray

22 Chad King

23 Pat Kendall

24 Michael Bonsey
24 Kathryn Tripp

25 Edwin Soule

26 Susan Plimpton
27 Karl Haller

28 Ellen Reed

29 Florence Ames

29 Caroline McMinimy
30 Sandi Myers



Sunday Worship
Contributors

October Deacons:
Head Deacon: Maryanne Starbird
Assistant Deacon: Dusty Warner

October Liturgists

1 Kimberly Haller
8 Yvonne Tabb
15

22  Debbie Dyer
29

October Flowers

1 Dianne Bacon; Richard & Vernice Young
8 Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Spurling

15  Deborah Dyer / Beam family

22  O’Brien family & Mr. & Mrs. Edric Starbird
29 Robert Malaney

October Coffee Hosts

1 Ginny Blaney and Alice Cooper
8

15 Cindy and Jim Lambert

22

29 Dottie Robbins

Lectionary:

October 1: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
Psalm 19:7-14
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

October 8: Genesis 2:18-24
Psalm 8
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16

October 15: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
Psalm 90:12-17
Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 10:17-31

October 22: Isaiah 53:4-12
Psalm 91:9-16
Hebrews 5:1-10
Mark 10:35-45

October 29: Jeremiah 31:7-9
Psalm 126
Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 10:46-52



